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Editorial

Stitched together 
by God

Tim Miller Dyck
Editor/Publisher

In my last editorial, I described 
worshipping with and meeting my 
sisters and brothers in Christ 

at Holyrood Mennonite Church 
in Edmonton. The congregation 
has many refugees and recent 
immigrants from Africa, including 
George Mutabazi from Rwanda. 
Over lunch, I asked him about his 
experiences.
 He told me how much he had appreci-
ated the visits and help from Holyrood 
and Edmonton’s Mennonite Centre 
for Newcomers when he first came to 
Canada. “When you are a Christian and 
get to a Mennonite church, it is a place 
to feel safe, share with others the Word 
of God and keep your Christianity, and 
raise my daughter in a way that is good 
for her,” he told me. In Africa, he had 
never heard of Mennonites, but the wel-
come and practical care that Holyrood 
showed him when he came brought him 
into its fellowship.
 I also asked him what stood out for 
him at the church in comparison to his 
experience in Africa. “In Africa, the wor-
ship is very different,” he said. “If some-
one comes in [there], it can interrupt 
the timetable and take longer. Here, it is 
really, really organized.”
 As he said this, I was seeing in a new 
way how uptight our worship life is 
sometimes!

 The experience of blending cultures and 
backgrounds is especially visible in our 

churches that have large numbers of 
newcomers to Canada, but it goes 
on in many ways across the entire 
Canadian Mennonite Church.
     I remember a story from the 
last Mennonite World Conference 
Global Assembly (the global 

gathering of Mennonites). Pauline Aguilar 
arrived in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, carry-
ing cloth from North American, South 
American, Asian and other African 
countries. There, she and hundreds of 
others stitched together 258 squares of 
fabric. With the addition of another 12 
squares later in California, the Koinonia 
HIV/AIDS Quilt was finished. If you saw 
this quilt as it travelled through Canada 
afterwards, you will have noticed those 
who pieced it together sometimes stitched 
in a name, either their own or that of a 
loved one who had been affected by AIDS.
 I later heard Mennonite World 
Conference general secretary Larry 
Miller say how strange the European 
Mennonite tradition of quilting seemed 
to some of those African Mennonites 
that helped make it: “It was stitched 
together by about 400 people, many 
of whom who had never done a quilt 
and didn’t know that this was part of 
the family’s tradition. [They] wondered, 
‘Why are you cutting up that good 

material to just sew it back together?’” he 
related with a smile.
 The quilt is a metaphor for Mennonite 
Church Canada: many shapes, varied col-
ours, and much cutting-and-reshaping go 
into creating what becomes an unexpect-
edly lovely object. There is misunder-
standing and difference, yes. Yet, with 
mutual respect, commitment to stay at 
it, and with time, beauty emerges. This is 
what God does: He takes us from rags to 
richness, remaking each of us while stitch-
ing us all together anew into his church.
 An MWC release on the quilt describes 
that by the fourth day of quilting together, 

“a sense of community had developed 
as stitchers learned to know each other 
by name.” The quilt’s name is a good fit. 
Koinonia is the Greek word used both to 
describe the fellowship of believers with 
each other and our joining in Christ in the 
communion meal. It comes from a family 
of words that describe a willing and ready 
sharing with each other. In Acts 2, what 
believers did to show mutuality in sharing 
their resources is described using a word 
from the same root.
 A willing and ready sharing of our gifts 
with each other, a steadfast commitment 
to mutuality and connections kept strong 
through the trustworthiness of our bonds 
in Christ’s body, is what koinonia should 
be for us.
 Obituaries: As I announced earlier 
this summer, we are launching a new 
obituary section (see page 11). This is in 
response to the closing of our church’s 
separate magazine, Der Bote, which 
published many of these. (Obituaries are 
open to all of you, not just Der Bote read-
ers.) We will also be publishing obitu-
aries online and indexing them. Details 
on submission information, costs and 
funding are available by contacting our 
office or sending an e-mail to obituaries@
canadianmennonite.org.
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Summit Sermon

Challenge at 
the crossroads: Summoned and sent

By Tom Yoder Neufeld

More than 3,000 years ago, in the desert by the banks of the Jordan 
River, Moses called together a bunch of tired and dispirited survivors 
of slavery and put before them the greatest decision anyone will ever 

make, namely, whether to be faithful to the calling and mission of God.

 hen the authors of Deuteronomy placed the 
words from chapter 4 verses 1 to 9 onto a 

scroll several hundred years after Moses first 
called the people together, they were chal-

lenging their own people, in their own time and 
place, to face that same decision. By then much 

water had passed under Israel’s bridge. The land had oc-
cupied them more than they had occupied it; the wor-
ship of the one God had given way to apostasy; military 
and economic glory had long ago already given birth 
to oppression and violence; imperial arrogance had led 
finally to exile in Babylon. What a fall!
 In reminding the people of that day in the desert, 
Deuteronomy told them: It’s not over; you can go back 
out to the desert, and face that test all over again. What 
will it be, you who stand at the crossroads? Faithfulness 
or unfaithfulness? Promise or peril? Life or death? 
 Centuries later yet, Moses’ challenge was echoed in 
the preaching of that great desert prophet, John the 
Baptist, calling on the sons and daughters of Israel to 
come out to that same wilderness where Moses once 
summoned the people, and in baptism to go through 
the Jordan in order to symbolically re-enter the land, 
ready now for the kingdom of God. 
 One of those who heeded this call, Jesus of Nazareth, 
went out to the desert and placed himself among the 
people at the Jordan, in solidarity with all those who 
were turning toward and preparing themselves for 
the reign of God. There he heard those ancient words 
spoken at the coronation of Israel’s kings: “You are my 
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Summoned and sent

beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased!” 
“You are messiah!” “You are king!”
 No sooner had Jesus heard these 
majestic words of commission and send-
ing than the Spirit “threw him into the 
desert,” as Mark puts it, to be tested. As 
Matthew relates it, the tester holds before 
Jesus the perks of being a Messiah: to be 
able to make bread out of stone; to count 
on God’s miraculous protection; and to 
have absolute control over the world’s 
peoples—food, security and power. 
 At every test, Jesus responds by 
reciting words from Deuteronomy. On 
whether to turn stones into bread, Jesus 
quotes Deuteronomy 8:3: “One does not 
live by bread alone, but by every word 
that comes from the mouth of the Lord.” 
On whether to jump off the highest 
point in the temple to prove God’s care 
of his Chosen One, he responds with 
Deuteronomy 6:16: “Do not put the 
Lord your God to the test.” On whether 
to exercise imperial control over the 
affairs of the world, Jesus responds with 
Deuteronomy 6:13: “The Lord your God 
you shall fear, and him only shall you 
serve.”
 At each point Jesus refuses to enter 
the palace and goes rather to stand in 

the desert with the people in their most 
vulnerable time of testing. By relating this 
event half a century later, Matthew, much 
like Deuteronomy, wishes his readers, 
who have said “yes” to following Jesus, 
to see themselves in these tests—food, 
security and power—and that includes us 
here today in the wealthy and powerful 
Global North. 
 With respect to stones and bread, the 
poor of our world are becoming ever 
more restless and angry in their hunger. 
We are being tested, not quite like Jesus, 
who had too little food, but on what we 
do with too much. How do we, at this 
moment in history, keep our bread from 
becoming stones in the mouths of the 
hungry? This is for us nothing less than 
a test of our loyalty to God, a test on 
whether we will be true to God’s mission 
in this world.
 We are being tested today not only 
on what we do with our bread, but on 
whether we will offer the “word coming 
from the mouth of God” to those whose 
deepest hunger is not stilled by bread. 
Sharing and proclaiming the gospel of 
the Bread of Life is every bit as much a 
matter of peace and justice as is sharing 
our daily bread! A true Peace Church 

knows that.
 It is true that too often what passes for 
evangelism has betrayed the kingdom 
Jesus came to announce; the gospel has 
been wedded to imperial politics, to re-
ligious and cultural arrogance, and to an 
individualism that turns its back on the 
world. A gospel that leaves creation to 
rot is not the gospel of the One through 
whom all things came to be and who gave 
his life to save it. A gospel that offers pri-
vate insurance with no fine print on the 
hazards and obligations is bogus; it is not 
the gospel Peter and Paul preached. The 
gospel of the kingdom is not a ticket out 
of here; it is a ticket into here, into this 
world. 
 So let’s never disparage sharing the 
good news of forgiveness, reconciliation 
and transforming life in Christ. Let us 
rather pray to be evangelized ourselves 
all over again, to rediscover the full and 
whole gospel, to learn again the ancient 
ways, and forge new and fresh language 
that can once again communicate the 
hospitality and transforming power of 
the kingdom. We won’t find those words 
unless the Word takes on flesh in our 
own lives; that is when bread and word 
become one in our witness.
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For discussion Λ
1. In his sermon, Tom Yoder Neufeld points out that time and again Israel had to 
choose who it would serve. What situations in your life or the life of your church 
have caused you to feel the need to recommit to God’s call?

2. Testing today includes “not only what we will do with our bread, but on whether 
we will offer the ‘word coming from the mouth of God’ to those whose deepest hun-
ger is not stilled by bread,” Yoder Neufeld says. Which test is harder for you: being 
generous or speaking out about your hope in God? Why?

3. After quoting Paul, who urged believers to present their bodies “as living sacrifices, 
holy and acceptable to God,” Yoder Neufeld notes that these words weren’t mere 
metaphors, but could—and often did—lead to physical death. Does that possibil-
ity empower you to emulate “our forebears in the faith” or, in this world of relative 
security and ease, give you pause to put your life on the line? Why?

4. On pages 16 and 17 are stories of people who responded to direct calls from God. 
Has God ever spoken to you directly? If so, how did you respond? If not, is such a 
direct encounter something you would covet, or is it something out of your comfort 
zone? Why?

Viewpoints We have our own form of Jesus’ second 
test. Ever since 9/11 “security” has be-
come the obsession of our time. We are 
right to wrestle—as we are—with what  
it means to protect the most vulnerable 
in our world. But for us Mennonites 
here in the Global North the security 
and safety test has less to do with “them” 
than it does with “us.” Our society’s 
mad search for security, which will only 
increase in intensity as more and more 
lay claim to the earth’s fragile and limited 
resources, is killing us—and them. Are 
we not thereby putting God to the test? 
By expecting God to miraculously deliver 
us from the mess we are making with our 
environment in this frantic rush to secure 
our own lives, that is exactly what we are 
doing. Will we trust God enough to dis-
arm body, mind and heart—and border 
and market—even as we struggle for true 
security of those most vulnerable?
 The lure of power and control, repre-
sented in the third test, is closely related. 
Jesus’ refusal to grasp the reigns of power 
stands in stark contrast to the imperial 
aspirations of his time, and ours. Think 
not only of the military means of domi-
nance and control, however, but of the 
way we seek dominance in work and 
relationship. To fear only God, as Jesus 
quotes Deuteronomy, is to fear no one 
else, and thus also to forego the need to 
dominate and control. 
 Remarkably, there were those who 
took up Jesus’ challenge and joined 
him in his mission. Stirred by news of 
kingdom, cross and resurrection that 
sprang up in the most unlikely places 
within a few short years, were what we 
might call “cells” or “colonies of the king-
dom,” microcosms of an alterative world, 
families of sisters and brothers drawn 
together from well beyond the borders 
of biological, ethnic and racial kinship—
Jews and Gentiles, men and women, slave 
and free, wealthy and poor, strong and 
weak. 
 That great prophet to the Gentiles, 
Paul, wrote a magnificent manifesto of 
peace to some of these “cells of the king-
dom,” as we might call the house-church-
es in the urban wilderness of high culture, 
brute force, callous power and privilege 
we know as Rome. He summoned them 

as Moses once did Israel, 
to remember the covenant 
they had once made at their 
baptism, and once again 
to stand and offer them-
selves to God. We are right 
to hear that summons as 
directed to us: “I urge you, 
sisters and brothers, by the 
mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sac-
rifice, holy and acceptable 
to God, which is the worship 
that makes sense. Don’t be 
conformed to the prevailing ethos of our 
time, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your minds, so that you might be able 
to discern what is good, and acceptable, 
and perfect” (Romans 12:1-2).
 Deuteronomy might lead us to believe 
that if we do pass the test, the world will sit 
in wonder and amazement at our wisdom 
and discerning insight. That would be nice. 
And sometimes it happens. But God’s 
wisdom, incarnate in Jesus, met not with 
applause, but with deadly resistance. The 
Creator’s wisdom became flesh in a world 
that would finally nail it to the cross. 
 This call, summoning us in our desert, 
may then feel more perilous than promis-
ing. This test scares us. But remember, 
we are not the first to be at this cross-
roads. Israel has been here, Jesus was 

here, Paul and his little colonies were 
here, our forebears in the faith were here 
in the 16th century, and many times 
since. Jesus is here, now, as our brother 
and mentor. 
 We are called to pledge ourselves to 
hoard neither bread nor word, but to 
offer them freely, to pledge ourselves not 
to stay at home, but to enter the world as 
witnesses to, and practitioners of, God’s 
grace. As church and congregations we 
are called to pledge ourselves anew to be 
colonies of the kingdom. 

Tom Yoder Neufeld, associate professor of 
religious studies and peace and conflict 
studies at Conrad Grebel University 
College, preached this keynote address 
at the MC Canada/MC USA People’s 
Summit held from July 8-10 in Winnipeg.
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Readers write Λ
We welcome your comments and publish most letters sent 
by subscribers intended for publication. Respecting our 
theology of the priesthood of all believers and of the im-
portance of the faith community discernment process, this 
section is a largely open forum for the sharing of views. 
Letters are the opinion of the writer only—publication 
does not mean endorsement by the magazine or the church. 
Letters should be brief and address issues rather than 
individuals.
 Please send letters to be considered for publication to 
letters@canadianmennonite.org or by postal mail or fax, 
marked “Attn: Letter to the Editor” (our address is on page 
3). Letters should include the author’s contact information 
and mailing address. Letters are edited for length, style and 
adherence to editorial guidelines.

Viewpoints

[W]e must continue to be naively faithful
in our peacemaking . . . .

From Our Leaders

Following Jesus wide-eyed 
Henry Krause

These last six years as moderator 
have been a truly enriching and 
growing experience. My eyes have 

been opened to see much more of what 
God is doing in our national church than 
I ever imagined. God is good and has 
blessed us with a church that is vibrant, 
alive, diverse and faithful, and I am con-
fident that God will continue to use our 
church to proclaim Christ and his reign. 
 Thinking about the future of MC 
Canada in all its varied 
forms, I see us being chal-
lenged to be “wide-eyed” 
followers of Jesus. Wide-eyed 
followers have a number of 
characteristics:
• Being like little children naively trusting 
Jesus and obedient to his call; 
• Staring in wonder as Jesus’ first dis-
ciples did when he calmed the sea, healed 
the sick, and challenged the powers and 
principalities; and
• Having our eyes opened wide as we 
recognize that the way of Jesus is the way 
of the cross, one of suffering love.

 First, we must continue to be naively 
faithful in our peacemaking, with enough 
childlike faith to believe the words of 
Jesus that call us to love our enemies. In 
our violence-filled world the witness of 
a people who say yes to nonviolent love 
and no to death is desperately needed. 
 Second, we have an obligation to invite 
others to follow Jesus with us and to 
imagine how we can create new com-
munities of Jesus-followers, establishing 

and nurturing them.
 Third, it is important for us to take ser-
iously what it means to live in a postmod-
ern, post-denominational, post-Christian 
culture, a culture where “I’m spiritual but 
I’m not religious” is the mantra of many, 
both inside and outside the church. It is 
vital for us to find new ways to tell the “old, 
old story” in this cultural context, trusting 
that the Spirit of God is already at work.

 Fourth, it is important for us to con-
tinue to explore ways to speak to the fears 
and concerns that we have around issues 
of sexuality. We must continue to take 
seriously the call “to mutually bear the 
burden of remaining in loving dialogue 
with each other in the body of Christ,” in 
order to study both the Scriptures and 
our culture, and to discern what it means 
to live faithfully with our sexuality.
 Finally, our commitment to the global 
church is calling us to re-examine our 
understandings of wealth, power and 
privilege. When we listen to the voices of 
the church in the South we will be chal-
lenged in ways that will deepen our faith 
and actions.
 The list is not exhaustive, but it 

highlights some of the ways in which 
we can continue to be a faithful people 
in a Canadian context, following Jesus 
wide-eyed, for we know that the one who 
called us is faithful.

Henry Krause is the outgoing moderator 
of Mennonite Church Canada and the 
current lead pastor at Langley (B.C.) 
Mennonite Fellowship.

Postcard Project article  E
polarizes homosexual issue

Re: “Postcard Project sends controversial letters 
on homosexuality” article, June 23, page 12.
 I saw the project as a gift that I was confident would 
be used by MC Canada in a redemptive healing way. 
It pained me that it was again set up as an adversar-
ial position, and that our lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered (LGBT) people and friends are again 
“denied space” at their own assembly. Instead of taking 
advantage of the opportunity, it seems to have been 
taken as a threat. Something does not seem right.
 A greater disappointment for me was the article. I 
had not expected Canadian Mennonite to add to the 
polarization.
 In the first paragraph, “. . . asking for support in its 
desire to change the church’s position that homosexual 
activity is sinful,” is completely missing the point, and 
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They all said, ‘Go ask your aunt. She 
likes mornings and she’s Canadian.’

Family Ties

Polar bear swims
Melissa Miller

“Will you come with us on 
the polar bear swim?” 
my 10-year-old nephew, 

Nathan, asked me a few years ago at our 
family reunion. When I immediately said 
yes, he replied, “Do you know how many 
people I asked before I got to you? They 
all said, ‘Go ask your aunt. She likes 
mornings and she’s Canadian.’ ” Thus 
began my role as adult accompanier of 
the early morning swims.
 Each summer my extended family con-
gregates for a reunion, a wonderful ritual 
celebrating—and sometimes chafing 
at—the family ties that bind us. This 
year we gathered in the mountains 
of southwestern Pennsylvania at 
our church camp. Fulfilling my role 
meant joining a few hardy children 
to plunge into the camp’s spring-fed lake.
 The last day was particularly memor-
able as soft rain fell as we swam. Given 
the coolness of the morning, the lean 
ones of the group only lasted a few 
minutes as they left the water, teeth chat-
tering and skin turning blue. But we all 
made it into the water and “chorused” the 
requisite polar bear song.
 It’s an ironic role for me. I’m not a 
particularly strong or avid swimmer. In 
fact, I’ve been known to declare that I 

only want to swim when it’s really warm 
outside. Somehow on canoe trips in 
the Canadian wilderness, I learned the 
pleasures of an early morning swim just 
as the sun is warming the air. I swim, 
savouring the release of muscle tension 
and the buoyancy the water provides. I 
swim, knowing that later in the day when 
the air is hot and still, the early morning 
coolness will be a refreshing memory.
 My nieces and nephews have taught 
me to seize the moment, to relish this 
summer opportunity. Originally, I lin-

gered on the shore, moving into 
the deeper water with agonizing slow-
ness. “Just go in!” they would exclaim. 

“It’s easier if you run in and get it over 
with.”
 The “it” they’re referring to, of course, 
is that bracing shock of icy water hitting 
at once all of one’s skin still warm from 
the slumbers of the night. The kids drop 
their towels at the edge of the sand and 
race into the water, plunging into its cool-
ness with abandon. I’ve not yet matched 
their speed. My body stills protests, “No! 

It’s too harsh!” But I share their enthusi-
asm, and now enter the water with steady 
resolve, fully immersed just seconds after 
my toes get wet.
 I swim leisurely laps while the kids 
chatter and splash around me. I marvel 
at the blessing of this moment, the op-
portunity to be with people I love in a 
place I call home. The family reunion has 
happened each year since 1987. Some 
nieces and nephews have grown up dur-
ing those years, married and had babies. 
They show up at reunions, introducing 
the next generation to the pleasures of 

“s’mores” and mountain pies, scenic hikes 
and polar bear swims.
 When families are working well, 
they offer their members of all ages 
a comfortable, encouraging place to 
grow. Individuals learn, through family 

reunions or other rituals, that they 
belong to others and that they are valued. 
People are noticed and appreciated for 
the gifts they bring to the world, which 
helps them discover their true selves and 
claim their God-given characteristics and 
talents. May our families be such places.

Melissa Miller (familyties@mts.net) lives 
in Winnipeg, where she ponders family 
relationships as a pastor at Springstein 
Mennonite Church, a counsellor and an 
author.

adds to making this an “emotionally heated issue.” 
 This article does not help to reduce fear around this 
topic. We do not have a safe or equal playing field.
 The covering letter for the Postcard Project includes 
the statement, “we are collecting postcards of support 
from individual Mennonites, and will share them with 
others . . . .” The purpose and intent is not hidden, so 
I do not see the opinions of anyone anywhere being 
excluded or silenced, as Jim Brown is quoted as saying.
 As children of God, let us allow the Holy Spirit to 
work among us in a healing process, leading to better 
understanding for all.
Egon Enns, Winnipeg

Population control the only way  E
to environmental sustainability

The summary of Paul Fieguth’s series of articles 
(June 23, page 15) reminded me of the “back to the 
land” movement of the 1970s. Such a bucolic life was 
less than practical even then, and our society has 
changed dramatically since.
 The elderly are a growing population sector and 
condominiums dominate the housing market. Many 
of the author’s suggestions are irrelevant to seniors 
who feel they have “paid their dues” or to condo 
dwellers who live where they do to avoid many of the 
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Proverbs 22:7 reminds us that ‘the borrower 
becomes the lender’s slave.’

God, Money and Me

Where will you be 
in 2048?

Sherri Grosz

Where will you be in 2048? How 
old will you be? What will your 
life be like? Will you still be 

paying a mortgage? 
 More and more Canadians are saying 
yes to the last question. In 2007, nearly 40 
percent of mortgages carried terms (or 
amortizations) longer than 
25 years, compared to only 9 
percent of mortgages in the 
previous year. Clearly, longer 
terms are popular!
 Spreading payments out over 10 or 15 
more years means you pay less monthly. 
This can make home ownership affordable 
in households in which budgets are tight. 
But stretching out your payments costs 
you a lot more in total interest charges and 
increases the risk that you could buy more 
house than you can really afford.
 Let’s take a $100,000 mortgage as an 
example, and assume a 6 percent inter-
est rate with regular monthly payments. 
Choosing a 40-year mortgage would free 
up nearly $300 per month compared to 
a 15-year mortgage. This money could 
be used for utilities, taxes, repairs and 
maintenance on your new home. It’s 

an attractive choice. But make sure you 
consider the cost! A 40-year amortization 
costs you a whopping $161,000 in inter-
est alone, compared to just $51,000 for a 
15-year mortgage!
 Proverbs 22:7 reminds us that “the bor-
rower becomes the lender’s slave.” There is 

a cost and a risk to borrowing. Sometimes 
you really can’t afford a house yet, even if 
you are able to squeeze out the payments. 
Sometimes it is better to rent, to limit 
debt and to continue saving for a down 
payment on a home. Keep in mind that 
it is not just a mortgage payment you are 
adding. Before you buy, you also need to 
consider the other costs, such as property 
taxes, repairs, utility bills and the pressure 
to keep up with the neighbours’ new cars, 
decks and landscaping. 
 Some lenders will ask what you would 
like your monthly payments to be, rather 
than asking what term or amortization 
you would like. In the example above, 

they might ask if you would like your 
payments to be $545, $640 or $840 per 
month. Uneducated borrowers might 
jump at $545 and not ask any questions. 
But knowing that they will end up paying 
2.5 times the loan amount could cause 
them to consider other options. 
 When considering a mortgage, don’t be 
a slave to your lender. Before you talk to 
a lender, do your homework. Ask around 
for advice and use financial calculators to 
find out the total cost of borrowing. 
 Buying a house can be an overwhelm-
ing and lonely experience. Consider invit-
ing a trusted couple or individual in your 
church to walk alongside you through 
the process. Perhaps your church could 
consider offering a basic personal fi-
nances course that includes information 

on mortgages and debt. The Mennonite 
Foundation of Canada (MFC) First 
Things First resource covers personal 
finance from a Christian perspective. Call 
your nearest MFC office for a copy.
 Home ownership is a worthy goal. Be 
certain you count the true and total cost, 
and understand how much debt you are 
really taking on prior to signing anything. 

Sherri Grosz is a stewardship consultant 
at the Kitchener, Ont., MFC office. For 
stewardship education and estate 
and charitable gift planning, contact 
your nearest MFC office or visit 
mennofoundation.ca.

author’s suggested changes. In Calgary, the rush to be 
within walking or biking distance of work has pro-
duced prices in the centre that are twice as much, or 
more, than similar accommodation in the suburbs. 
 He suggests moving to a smaller home. What does 
that accomplish in the big picture if his former house 
is merely occupied by someone else? The only group 
I know of that produces zero garbage are residents of 
cemeteries. 
 Celebrating the simpler life sounds very noble, but 
I do not believe that people who already have simpler 
lives want to immigrate to Canada for that purpose. 
They aspire to our lifestyle. Few Canadians would envy 

the lifestyle of Chinese or Indian peasants.
 Worrying about that which we are powerless to 
change is paranoia. There is only one road to ulti-
mate long-term sustainability for the human race, but 
nobody wants to talk about it, because it requires trau-
matic adjustments. Without population control and 
reduction, all other measures will fail to reach sustain-
ability. In our supreme arrogance we imagine that we 
can control climate and global warming, but the only 
thing over which we have control is population. If we 
chose not to control it, even that will be taken out of 
our hands.
Clyde Ovens, Calgary, Alta.
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Milestones Λ
Births/Adoptions

Cheny—naomi nyamvula (b. July 6, 2008), to alayne and 
John Cheny, emmanuel Mennonite, abbotsford, B.C.
Enns—airo John Lukas (b. July 25, 2008), to ang and Luke 
enns, douglas Mennonite, Winnipeg.
Ewert—Simon Benjamin (b. July 31, 2008), to Ben and 
Charmaine ewert, north Star Mennonite, drake, Sask., in 
Saskatoon.
Felsmann—Cole Thomas (b. July 16, 2008), to Jenny and 
Karl Felsmann, First Mennonite, Calgary, alta.
Gerling—derek Paul (b. July 9, 2008), to Kathryn and Jason 
Gerling, First Mennonite, Calgary, alta.
Goodwin—Michael (b. March 13, 2008), to Lynne dueck 
and rich Goodwin, Stirling ave. Mennonite, Kitchener, ont.
Hildebrand—Larissa Samantha (b. July 14, 2008), to allan 
and Bertha, douglas Mennonite, Winnipeg.
Janz—Malcolm Kevin (b. June 22, 2008), to Kevin and 
rosella Janz, rosenfeld Bergthaler Mennonite, Man.

Baptisms

Erika Enns—altona Bergthaler Mennonite, May 4, 2008.
Stephanie Siemens—osler Mennonite, Sask., July 17, 2008.
Laura Bingeman—Stirling ave. Mennonite, Kitchener, 
ont., May 4, 2008.
Jack Baker, Mark Killens, Chad Monteith, Jimmy 
Turner, Mykayla Turner, Amelia Ward, Ashley Ward, 
M’Lynn Ward, Sam Zehr—Zurich (ont.) Mennonite, July 
20, 2008.
Flora Wiebe—Zion Mennonite, Swift Current, Sask., aug. 
10, 2008.

Marriages

Andrade/Frey—Sarah andrade and Jonathan Frey, at 
Wanner Mennonite, Cambridge, ont., July 5, 2008.
Bender Shetler/Fast— Paul Bender Shetler and rebecca 
Fast at erb Street Mennonite, Waterloo, ont., July 27, 2008.
Bingeman/Upshaw—emily Bingeman (Stirling ave. 

Mennonite) and andrew upshaw at Stirling ave. 
Mennonite, Kitchener, ont., July 26, 2008.
Bruinsma/Snider—Scott Bruinsma (Christian reformed) 
and hannah Snider (Breslau Mennonite, ont.) in 
Cambridge, ont., aug. 9, 2008.
Burkholder/Szendrovits—Kristian Peter Burkholder and 
andrea Marta Szendrovits, at rouge Valley Mennonite, 
Markham, ont., July 26, 2008.
Cameron/Epp—desiree Cameron and Brett epp, Mount 
royal Mennonite, Saskatoon, Sask., July 12, 2008.
Clayton/Schroeder—Cory Clayton and Macy Schroeder, 
at altona Mennonite, Man., aug. 16, 2008.
Dmitrovic/Janzen—evica dmitrovic (orthodox) and 
Chris Janzen (St. Jacobs Mennonite, ont.) in Burlington, 
ont., July 20, 2008.
Doepker/Neufeldt—Lisa doepker and andrew neufeldt, 
at nutana Park Mennonite, Saskatoon, Sask., July 4, 2008.
Dyck/Letkeman—Kelly dyck and Jenna Letkeman, 
Carman Mennonite, Man., July 19, 2008.

Deaths

Armin—Jay, 93 (b. Jan. 11, 1915; d. July 12, 2008), toronto 
united Mennonite.
Bergen—elias, (d. July 17, 2008), eben-ezer Mennonite, 
abbotsford, B.C.
Clarke—erica Blanche, 99 (b. april 12, 1908; d. March 20, 
2008), First Mennonite, Kelowna, B.C.
Derksen—helen, 85 (d. July 29, 2008), Zion Mennonite, 
Swift Current, Sask.
Dyck—Franz (Frank), 91 (b. Sept. 21, 1916; d. July 10, 2008), 
rosthern (Sask.) Mennonite.
Dyck—Sally, 76 (d. July 14, 2008), Zion Mennonite, Swift 
Current, Sask.
Dyck—Stella (nee Siemens), 70 (b. July 13, 1938; d. July 25, 
2008), nutana Park Mennonite, Saskatoon, Sask.
Enns—Frieda (nee dueck), 76 (b. Sept. 12, 1931; d. July 7, 
2008), rosthern (Sask.) Mennonite.
Falk—William F., 92 (b. March 4, 1916; d. June 27, 2008), 
altona Mennonite, Man.
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Obituaries Λ

Hoeppner—harry, 62 (b. July 3, 1945; d. June 7, 2008), 
altona Bergthaler Mennonite, Man.
Isaac—Peter, (d. May 1, 2008), First Mennonite, Kelowna, 
B.C.
Janzen—elizabeth (nee Boldt), 91 (b. March 17, 1917; d. 
aug. 4, 2008), Springridge Mennonite, Pincher Creek, alta.
Klassen—Jacob, 89 (b. nov. 14, 1918; d. July 4, 2008), 
Wildwood Mennonite, Saskatoon, Sask.
Krahn—elizabeth, 96 (b. May 24, 1912; d. July 4, 2008), 
nutana Park Mennonite, Saskatoon, Sask.

Krahn—Katherina, 90 (b. March 18, 1918; d. July 14, 2008), 
First Mennonite, Kelowna, B.C.

Canadian Mennonite welcomes Milestones 
announcements within four months of the event. 
Please send Milestones announcements by e-mail to 
milestones@canadianmennonite.org, including the 
congregation name and location. When sending death 
notices, please include birth date and last name at birth 
if available.

Boettger, Edith Marie (Yoder)
Edith Boettger of Tofield, Alta., was born on January 23, 
1922, to David and Lucinda (Stauffer) Yoder on a farm 
southeast of Tofield in the home she lived in most of her 
life. Edith passed away peacefully on Tuesday, May 27, at 
the Tofield Long Term Care Centre where she was a resi-
dent for the past 16 months. She accepted Jesus Christ as 
her personal saviour in her youth. She became an active 
member of the Salem (Alta.) Mennonite Church where 
she served faithfully. Edith is survived by her husband 
Marvin; her sons Derril (Wanda), Elwood (Heather) 
and Jerry (Val); one granddaughter; seven grandsons 
and two great granddaughters. She was predeceased by 
her parents David and Lucinda (Stauffer) Yoder and her 
sisters Edna and Lavanda Wideman. She will be remem-
bered for her love of family, gardening, flowers, music 
and travelling with family and friends. Her memory will 
always live in our hearts. A funeral service was held on 
May 31, 2008, at Salem Mennonite Church. Interment 
took place at the Salem Mennonite Cemetery. Memorial 
donations are gratefully accepted to MCC Alberta or the 
charity of one’s choice.

Janzen, Elizabeth
Elizabeth Janzen died peacefully 
at Vista Village in Pincher Creek, 
Alta., on Aug. 4, 2008, at the age 
of 91 years. Elizabeth was born on 
March 17, 1917, to Peter and Anna 
Boldt in Slavgorod, Siberia, immi-
grating to Canada in 1924 and set-
tling in Standoff, where her father 

taught school. Elizabeth married Jacob Janzen in 1937 
and they farmed for 50 years in the Halifax District. In 
1995, Elizabeth moved to Pincher Creek, spending the 
last four years at Vista Village, where she received loving 
care from the staff and her personal caregiver, Judy Pinel. 
She was predeceased by her husband Jacob (1989), two 
daughters Marlene (1939) and Lorena (1942), one son 

Marvin (1968), three sisters, three brothers, and three 
sisters-in-law. She is survived by three sons, Jack and 
Marilyn Janzen, Crawford Bay, B.C.; Alvin and Carol 
Janzen, Lethbridge, Alta.; and Ron Janzen, Pincher 
Creek, Alta.; and one daughter, Lorita Janzen, Pincher 
Creek, Alta.; three grandchildren, Shawn and Sheila 
Janzen; Tanya and Darren Howe; and Terri and Brad 
Heidt, all of Lethbridge, Alta.; six great grandchildren 
Kyle, Ethan, and Blake Heidt; Myranda and Ashleigh 
Blunden-Postman; and Kaiden Janzen; five brothers, 
Peter Boldt, Victoria, B.C.; David Boldt, Calgary, Alta.; 
Menno and Anne Boldt, Lethbridge, Alta.; Rudy and 
Sharon Boldt, Proctor, B.C.; Ed Boldt and Lori Wallace, 
Winnipeg, Man.; and one brother-in-law, Allan Megli, 
Linden, Alta.; and many dear nieces and nephews. 
Elizabeth received Christ as her personal saviour at 15 
years of age and was baptized at 18 years of age and has 
been a member of Springridge Mennonite Church since 
1935, where she served as librarian and youth Sunday 
school teacher for many years. Her gift as a seamstress 
resulted in many quilts being sewn for Mennonite 
Central Committee, Alta., to be distributed to Third 
World countries. She also kept busy tending her garden 
and flowers until 85 years of age. Elizabeth loved receiv-
ing company and greatly enjoyed children of all ages. 
She was a devoted mother who unselfishly served her 
family. Her integrity, energy, hard work, and sense of 
humour gained the respect and admiration of all those 
whom she encountered. Her greatest attribute was her 
steadfast faith and devotion for God. Throughout all 
her adversities her faith provided her the courage to live 
life fully, simply, and humbly. “Come good and faith-
ful servant, yours is the kingdom of Heaven.” Those 
wishing to remember Elizabeth with a donation may 
consider Mennonite Central Committee, Alberta, #210 
2946–32nd St NE, Calgary, AB T1Y 6J7. Funeral service 
was held at Springridge Mennonite Church on Aug. 
8, 2008, with Rev. Terry Lesser and Rev. Fred Unruh 
officiating.
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Goat milk was her first scholarship!

God at work in the Church
Stories of Faith in Life

From a talking ass 
to a milking goat

By Jack Dueck

In biblical accounts, animals are used 
when human spiritual sensibilities 
become dulled or when human ac-

tion will not undertake a needed mission. 
Consider Moses and the cane-serpent, 
the raven, the dove, the Palm 
Sunday donkey, the Gadarene 
swine and the fatted calf, to 
mention but a few.
 As reported in Numbers 
22, Balaam’s ass speaks, and in 
Balaam’s language—with perfect gram-
mar and pronunciation! The ass sees the 
angel of the Lord who has a message 
from God for Balaam (who does not 
see the angel) and assaults the ass as an 
unruly beast. “Dumb jack-ass” holds a 
double irony. But God speaks through 
the ass to further a mission.
 In our postmodern and rational world, 
miracles lie dormant, a remnant of the 
olden days. But on a small New England 
goat farm someone declared, “Goats are 
a miracle today. They serve a mission 
where God-talk and patronizing charity 
mean little.”
 That someone was Dan West. Born 
in Ohio in 1893, West spent the years of 
World War I (1914–18) as a conscien-
tious objector, and in 1936 he served in 
the emergency peace campaign during 
the Spanish Civil war.
 Surrounded by images of widespread 
hunger, and painfully aware of Jesus’ call 
to action with “I was hungry and you 
fed me,” West imagined importing milk 
for the children of Spain. This charity 
would feel good, but when the children 
had drunk it, what then? Reality would 
remain unchanged.
 Not only were the costs of shipping 
prohibitive, the gesture would be, at best, 
short-term. Shipping milk to passive re-
cipients might only postpone a solution. 

West sat under an almond tree wrestling 
with this conundrum. Now Isaac Newton 
may have needed the sharp thud of an 
apple to turn on his mental light bulb, but 
for West it was a tiny almond that trig-
gered his vision.
 

“Of course,” he exclaimed, suddenly see-
ing the solution: Don’t bring milk, bring a 
cow! One condition: Each recipient must 
agree to give a cow’s offspring to another 
villager.
 This marked the beginning of Heifer 
Project International.
 In Uganda, Idi 
Amin terrorized his 
people and drove 
the country into 
abject poverty. The 
plague of starva-
tion rampaged over 
the land. Amin is 
no longer, but the 
poverty continues. 
In recent decades, 
Uganda and many 
Third World coun-
tries have received 
food aid. Dumping 
aid, however, has 
also devastated local 
farmers, exacerbat-
ing the root prob-
lem and turning 
whole populations 
into passive non-productive recipients.
 Enter a goat. In 1991, Heifer Project 
International brought 12 goats for 12 
families to the village of Kisinga, Western 
Uganda. Beatrice Biira’s family received 
a goat. At the age of nine, Beatrice was 

already burdened down with adult work. 
She remembers the hunger of seven 
siblings under a tin-roofed shack with no 
running water. She desperately wanted 
to go to school, but there was not even 
enough money for food. Some days, 
meals consisted of cassava both morning 
and evening. With barely a coin for food, 
school seemed a mirage.
 The goat, not picky regarding fodder, is 
bred to give milk abundantly. Goats can 
even turn thistles into milk!
 When the goat arrived, the children 
had milk. Every day! Other milk products 
appeared on the table. The goat’s prodi-
gious generosity even provided enough 
milk for some sales. When Beatrice 

turned 10, her mother was able to send 
her to a local school. Goat milk was her 
first scholarship! At the local school, 
Beatrice earned a scholarship to school in 
Kampala, Uganda’s capital. From there—
on a monetary scholarship this time—we 
find her in an elite New England prep 

school. Although 
the goat enabled 
her to cross hemi-
spheres, Beatrice 
harbours the 
intention of re-
turning home and 

“have my work do 
good for children 
in Africa.”
 The goat keeps 
producing milk. 
Offspring after 
offspring are 
passed on to other 
villagers. The 
town has even 
instituted a goat-
sharing ritual 
called “Passing 
the Gift”.

 And so a goat joins the gallery of “God-
talking” animals. It’s time for milk again! Λ

E-mail Jack Dueck at eajdueck@gmail.
com or visit him at jackdueck.com.

‘ChiLd With Goat’ BY roSS W. Muir
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God at work in the Church

Continuing 
dialogue
MC Canada meets with 
Postcard Project organizers; 
church leaders working on 
longer-term dialogue plan

By Aaron Epp
national Correspondent
WinniPeG

Mennonite Church Canada executive staff 
and General Board members met with the 
organizers of the controversial Postcard 
Project at the beginning of July to discuss 
the initiative and hear the organizers’ 
perspectives.
 In May, Postcard Project organizers 
sent a letter to every MC Canada congre-
gation, asking for postcards of support in 
the group’s desire to see “a full welcome 
of our LGBT [lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered] sisters and brothers.” The 
church’s position is that homosexual activ-
ity is sinful.
 Dave Bergen, executive secretary of 
Christian Formation for MC Canada, 
described the conversation as “congenial 
and open,” as well as “very frank, but never 
angry.”
 “We all love the church, we all want the 
church to be healthy and we all want the 
church to live into its mission,” Bergen 
said.
 Jacob Quiring, who attends Hope 
Mennonite Church in Winnipeg, is one of 
the organizers of the Postcard Project. He 
said the meeting went “very well,” adding 
that it was never the objective of Postcard 
Project organizers to change anyone’s 
mind regarding the issue of homosexuality. 
Rather, they wanted to create dialogue.
 “I think that it’s very important that, 
as a church, we are allowed to disagree,” 
Quiring said. “Our unity is in Christ, and 
not in the exclusion or inclusion of LGBT 
people. We can disagree on this, and the 
church can still be the church.”
 The group reported it received more 

than 120 postcards from Canadian 
Mennonites of all ages, both urban and 
rural. Organizers said all of the postcards 
had been encouraging, although they also 
received three negative e-mails.
 Postcard Project organizers had hoped 
to display the postcards at July’s assem-
bly and summit, but were denied display 
space, Bergen said, in part because the pro-
ject “didn’t have a formal programmatic 
connection to any of our ministries,” unlike 
the rest of the displays.

 The issue of homosexuality came up 
once during assembly delegate sessions. 
Speaking from the floor during July 8’s 
closing session, Arlene Fuhr of First 
Mennonite Church in Edmonton asked 
what MC Canada is doing to “ensure an 
open and honest conversation with people 
of various sexual orientations.”

 MC Canada general secretary Robert 
J. Suderman responded on behalf of the 
General Board, saying its members have 
talked “a fair amount” about the “pain that 
is being experienced in our congregations” 
regarding the issue.
 He stated that the national church is do-
ing three things in this area.
 First, the General Board is continuing 
discussions on a long-term plan to ad-
dress the part of the 1986 delegate resolu-
tion on sexuality which calls for “remain-

ing in loving dialogue 
with each other in 
the body of Christ.” 
Second, that the area 
church pastors are 
developing guidelines 

for pastoral care for people affected by this 
issue. Third, the national church continues 
to hold a yearly meeting each assembly for 
those affected by this issue.
 Suderman said progress was expected 
both on the long-term dialogue plan 
and the pastoral guidelines document by 
November. Λ

Linda Wiebe, Frank ens and Shirley ens were among the former members of 
homewood Mennonite Church who dedicated this 20-tonne granite boulder on 

July 20. homewood Mennonite Church closed in november 1999, after 55 years, and 
the building was sold and moved to Vita Bible Church in the southeastern corner of 
Manitoba. in the 1960s the congregation began to see a declining population in the 
area. ed Klassen, a former member and son of david d. Klassen, the first pastor, said, 

“homewood was a microcosm of what was happening in rural areas where the popula-
tion was declining as farms grew larger and larger.” This monument was a gift from the 
Vita church and is inscribed with the Bible verse that greeted homewood churchgoers 
as they entered the sanctuary every Sunday: “Blessed are they that hear the word of God 

and obey it” (Luke 11:28).

Photo BY eVeLYn reMPeL PetKau

‘I think that it’s very important that, as a 
church, we are allowed to disagree.’  
( Jacob Quiring)
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seemed to downplay the Christian message 
of the First Mennonite services.
 “But the incredibly amazing witness for 
the Lord was that Jake [Tory’s father] was 
asked to close the evening with a state-
ment,” added Cataford, “and he closed it 
wonderfully to the glory of the Lord as he 
stated that ‘each youth here this evening 
has been given a purpose from the Lord 
and there is no chance about it! Please look 
to Jesus Christ and know that this life is not 
all there is and find eternal purpose!’” Λ

Fatal accident 
provides 
witness in 
Burns Lake 
By Amy Dueckman
BurnS LaKe, B.C.

A car accident in early July claimed the 
life of Tory Wiebe, son of Jake and 

Judy Wiebe of First Mennonite Church in 
Burns Lake, along with two other young 
people.
 A memorial service was held for Wiebe 
at First Mennonite on July 10 and on July 
11 for one of the other youths who came 
from a family with no church connection.
  “We believe there was a great oppor-
tunity to reach out to the community 
through this whole ordeal, as the church 
was packed for each service [with 500 
people],” said Roland Cataford, pastor of 
First Mennonite.
 According to Cataford, a community-
organized secular memorial for the three 
accident victims was disappointing, as it 
had no church input and the lead speaker 

Saskatchewan women reflect 
on what it means to serve
By Lois Siemens
Special to Canadian Mennonite
BattLeFord, SaSK.

There was a buzz of excitement as 
women gathered in Battleford on April 

12 for the annual Enrichment Day of the 
Saskatchewan Women in Mission (WIM). 
“Enrichment” is a good word for this day, 
particularly in these times when Women 
in Mission groups are disbanding across 
the country one by one. There is strength 
in being together. 
 Reports of activities from different 
groups opened new possibilities for groups 
to take back home. The Zoar group makes 

baby blankets/kits for women who would 
otherwise leave the local hospital with 
nothing for their baby. The Glenbush 
women had a spring tea focusing on gar-
dening. Rosthern offers a program for sen-
iors and prays for the ill. 
 Naomi Unger’s devotional provided a 
basis for service. A willingness and strength 
to serve comes out of a choice to serve, 
worship and honour God. She encour-
aged participants to respond to the glory 
and love of God by continuing to choose 

service, thus demonstrating they belong 
to Jesus. This year in particular there is 
a serious call to WIM groups across the 
country to think about the slow decline of 
the organization. What is needed to en-
courage younger women to join? What is 
their identity and role?
 Women’s groups have been question-
ing their role since the early 1970s as 
women’s identity and roles in society and 
the church began to change. Since some 
provincial groups have been closing down, 
the Canadian Women in Mission execu-
tive has struck a Task Force on which Irene 
Bartel from Drake is the Saskatchewan 
representative. Mentoring programs and 
revising meeting schedules might be one 
way to draw in women. Younger women 
were again encouraged to come to the an-
nual retreat. 
 A review of the budget showed the 
Saskatchewan WIM continues to support 
many people and projects around the 
world. Needs are ongoing for comforters, 
relief kits and sewing kits. 
 One of the sad moments of the morning 
was the farewell to outgoing president 
Audrey Mierau Bechtel. Her wisdom, hu-
mour and deep faith has encouraged and 
given hope for the future of this organiza-
tion. Ruby Harder was welcomed to the 
role of president; Marie Peters-Stewart as 
vice-president; Erica Unruh as treasurer; 
Barb Wolfe as secretary; and Lavonne 
Dyck, Margaret Friesen and Marlies Patkau 
to the program committee.
 The afternoon was a lively and fasci-
nating look at three areas of service from 
Saskatchewan missionaries. Candace 
Wurtz shared her thoughts from her serv-
ice in Mexico. She encouraged women to 
bless people and truly care for them in sim-
ple, heart-felt ways. Margaret Dyck from 
Saskatoon served in Arkansas and Rebecca 
Epp has been serving in the medical field 
in Angola.
 The day ended with a service to remem-
ber and mourn those from WIM groups 
who have died. Their faith, generosity and 
kindness, and prayers and hugs will be 
missed. As WIM lives under the threat of 
being disbanded as an organization, our 
work is to be faithful. Λ



Canadian Mennonite  September 1, 2008   15

Briefly noted Λ
New associate at Mount 
Royal Mennonite Church
SASKATOON, SASK.—After a long 
period of being without a youth pas-
tor, the congregation at Mount Royal 
Mennonite Church has hired Ron 
Schellenberg as its new associate youth 
pastor. Schellenberg, who has been a 
member of Mount Royal and previously 
ran a computer repair business, began 
the full-time position on Aug. 1.
—By Karin Fehderau

New women’s blog 
attempting to ‘bridge the gap’
ABBOTSFORD, B.C.—“Bridging 
the Gap,” a new online blog, is be-
ing launched to connect women in 
Mennonite congregations in British 
Columbia. According to Waltrude 
Gortzen, who is coordinating the blog, 
this is one way of attempting to keep 
the connection alive in the wake of the 
dissolution of the official B.C. Women 
in Mission organization last year. For 
more information, women are in-
vited to check out the blog at http:// 
mcbcwomensministry-bridgingthegap.
blogspot.com. 
—By Amy Dueckman

MEDA, book projects 
aided by fundraiser
ABBOTSFORD, B.C.—Abbotsford 
Mennonite Fellowship held its ninth 
international fundraiser event this 
spring. Nearly $4,000 was raised, with 
about three-quarters designated for the 
Mennonite Economic Development 
Associates’ anti-malaria mosquito 
net project in Tanzania. The bal-
ance was designated for the Bargen 
Fund sponsored by the Mennonite 
Historical Society of B.C., to promote 
the Remember Us: Letters from Stalin’s 
Gulag (1930-37) book and DVD by 
Ruth Derksen Siemens. 
—By Walter Paetkau

Savouring summer Sundays! 
Summer Sunday potluck lunches began 
as an adapted experiment in 1996 and 
have became a permanent highlight at 
Steinbach (Man.) Mennonite Church. 

Benefits beyond measure have surfaced. 
The display of Mennonite creativity is 

a salivating sight indeed. individuals 
who live alone enjoy the companion-

ship. it is heart-warming to observe the 
intergenerational connections. Seniors 
are sorry to see September arrive. What 
a wonderful opportunity to welcome 

newcomers and visitors. Many a Sunday 
afternoon plan originates around those 
tables. Paul dyck, pastor when the idea 
took root, felt that the holy Spirit had 

a strong influence in launching the 
church’s grand tradition of summer 

finger food potluck lunches.

Photo BY Karen S. PeterS

Russian Mennonite specialties like rollkuchen (deep-fried pastry) were on sale 
at the 38th annual Mennonite Community Festival, held at the united Mennonite 

educational institute (uMei) in Leamington, ont. Besides food and entertainment, the 
event is a major fundraiser for seven different community organizations. This year’s 
festival raised more than $35,000 for uMei, Shalom Counselling, Mennonite Central 

Committee, the Salvation army, Leamington district Memorial hospital, Leamington 
Mennonite home, and VoiCe (an organization helping hearing-impaired children).

Photo BY noni WieBe
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God at work in Us

Saying yes
Female Asian leader a 
first for Joint Christian 
Services International

By Rosabeth Birky Koehn
Mennonite Church Canada release
BaYanKhonGor, MonGoLia

In February, Kwai Lin Stephens took on 
the role of executive director of Joint 

Christian Services (JCS) International. In 
doing so, she became the first woman and 
the first non-western person to lead the 
Mongolia-based Christian consortium.
 More than a year ago, many at JCS 
began urging Stephens to consider suc-
ceeding interim executive director Marlow 
Ramsay, who is supported by Mennonite 
Church Canada Witness and Mennonite 
Mission Network. At first, she challenged 
her sense of God’s call, protesting, “I can-
not do it. I am an Asian [and] JCS is an 
international organization. Furthermore, 
I am a woman!” 
 She put off the decision until the 2007 
JCS retreat last August. God’s call intensi-
fied through several scriptures and spirit-
ual visions shared by others at the retreat. 
One woman offered this vision: “I saw a 
woman of Asian origin doing embroidery. 
It was beautiful. When she finished, she 
hid it in a drawer.” 
 Stephens had possessed a youthful talent 
for needlework, once creating a tablecloth 
chosen for an exhibition in honour of the 

king of Malaysia. Nobody at the retreat 
knew this about her past, though. 
 “I felt the Lord was saying, ‘I have given you 
gifts and yet you hide it,’ ” Stephens said. 
 On the last day of the retreat, the speaker 
told the story from Exodus 3 about Moses 
resisting God’s call to lead the Israelites out 
of Egypt. God eventually assuaged Moses’ 
fears and, in the same way, Stephens heard 
God speaking through her doubts. She 
heard God saying, “‘It is I who made you 
Asian and I know you are a woman.’” 
 Like Moses, Stephens finally said yes to 
God’s call.  “I am just giving myself to [God] 
for his use, that the church of Mongolia may 
be built on the ancient, aged, old foundation 
of Jesus Christ, the rock of ages,” she said. 
 Stephens’ vision for the organiza-
tion involves “challenging JCS to live as 
a community in unity, to live to our full 
capacity as an agency rich with personal 
resources.” 
 According to Ramsay, Stephens brings 
ample experience and skill to the leadership 
role. “After nearly 14 years in Mongolia, 
Kwai Lin has a good handle on the lan-
guage and culture, and she knows a lot of 
people,” he said. 
 Ramsay thinks Stephens’ ethnicity, 
gender and background will provide JCS 
with a new creative perspective. He also 
acknowledges that some in JCS’s diverse 
constituency will find it challenging to 
adjust to a leadership style that is neither 
male nor western. 
 Stephens compares her position, with all 
its challenges, to that of the disciple Peter: 
“Jesus knew that one day Peter would be a 
great leader, but he must follow his mas-
ter’s call and plan. In a similar way, my abil-
ity to lead is dependent on my ability to 
follow [Jesus].”

Walking in the 
will of the Lord
Weekday accountant leads 
weekend evangelism ministry 
in city’s downtown core

By Evelyn Rempel Petkau
Manitoba Correspondent
WinniPeG

Admittedly once ashamed, awkward 
and embarrassed to share his faith, 

Derek Reimer now feels called by the Lord 
to speak clearly and boldly.

Kwai Lin Stephens, left, is the first 
female executive director of Joint 
Christian Services International and 
the first non-westerner. She succeeds 
Marlow Ramsay, the interim executive 
director, who is returning to Canada 
with his family this fall.

Photo BY SheLdon SaWatZKY

 After nine years of service in Mongolia, 
Marlow and Vicky Ramsay and their 
daughter Jessica are returning to Canada 
for a North American Ministry assignment 
this fall, followed by a leave of absence.  Λ

WhenGod
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he chose to come home and “pursue and 
strengthen my faith.”
 Reimer, 36, who works full-time as a 
chief financial officer, continues to act-
ively pursue God’s will for his life. He is a 
member of Douglas Mennonite Church, 
a middle class suburban church where he 
grew up and was baptized when he was 
18.
 He now takes seriously Christ’s words in 
Luke 10, where Jesus sends out his workers 
two by two to carry out his ministry. “We 
as believers don’t do this very much any 
more,” he laments.
 “So I started trying it out,” he continues. 
“I called my cousin Ian Dyck, who has a 
heart for this, and we went to Main Street 
and started talking to people. It opened 
my eyes. There are so many who have not 
heard the truthful gospel and there are so 
many who want it. People are longing to 
share their hurts and their burdens. We are 
there to listen and to feel compassion. We 
pray for them and . . . with them.”
 Since January, the two have been doing 
this every Saturday. Up to 30 people join 
them at the former Occidental Hotel for an 
hour of prayer, worship and sharing, before 
going out into the streets in groups of two 
or three. Reimer’s Twelve Pillars group is 
giving focus to First Nations people in the 
hopes of encouraging rising native lead-
ers and evangelists. “If we as a church can 
support them, that will please the Lord,” he 
says.
 The street ministry takes them into hos-
pitals, either to see people they met previ-
ously or to meet with people outside the 

During the week, Derek Reimer works as 
a chief financial officer. On the weekend, 
though, the Douglas Mennonite Church 
member runs the Twelve Pillars ministry 
to people in Winnipeg’s downtown core, 
focusing primarily on the urban aborig-
inal population.

Photo BY eVeLYn reMPeL PetKau

emergency entrance. The street evangelists 
have been to casinos and talked to people 
there who are extremely lonely.
 Reimer has also visited aboriginal 
communities in northern Manitoba. 
“Sometimes people are literally drowning 
in their despair,” he says. “If you can lead 
a person to Christ, you can breathe hope 
into their situation.” 
 “I never felt I was in danger,” says Reimer, 
who has seen even the roughest and tough-
est break down in tears. “I have had en-
counters where people have gotten upset, 
but the Holy Spirit comes at that point and 
protects.”
 Reimer uses Billy Graham tracts and 
tickets from Winnipeg’s Calvary Temple 
that give a special invitation to people to 
drop in, worship and fellowship there.
 “I definitely feel support from certain 
individuals at Douglas Mennonite through 
their prayers and encouragement,” says 
Reimer, although “I haven’t really raised 
awareness in my church.”
 Don Rempel Boschman, pastor at 
Douglas Mennonite Church, says, “Most of 
us experience God speaking in a still small 
voice through song or Scripture. Other 
people experience or long for something 
else.”
 Having worked with the Commission on 
Overseas Mission years ago in Botswana, 
Rempel Boschman believes Reimer’s ex-
perience of a direct encounter with God 
resonates more comfortably with people 
in other cultures, and less so in a suburban 
middle class mindset, where “we’re pretty 
predictable.” 
 “Derek, who served two years as council 
chair, brings a strength of character and 
competence,” Rempel Boschman says. 
“When he feels God calling him to do 
something, he’ll just do it.”
 Reimer admits, though, that “I don’t know 
at this point what the entire vision is, but I 
want to walk in the will of the Lord.”  Λ

 What changed Reimer was that he had 
a vision from God. He recalls that last 
November, “I was on a 21-day . . . fast and 
I felt close to God. I woke at 2 a.m., filled 
with the Holy Spirit. I had a close encoun-
ter with God. Since then, he has spoken to 
me in a number of ways.”
 That vision clarified what happened to 
him a few years earlier. Reimer was driv-
ing home through the inner city when he 
was overcome with the Holy Spirit. “God 
was pointing to the Occidental Hotel on 
Main Street,” he says. “ ‘This is where you 
will build my church and it will be called 
the Twelve Pillars,’ God was saying. The 
Occidental had the worst reputation of any 
hotel, as a place of drinking, prostitution 
and debauchery.” 
 Back in 2000, Reimer felt called back 
to Canada after working for an account-
ing firm in the Caribbean. “I felt the Holy 
Spirit speaking to me, ‘Make a choice with 
your life; either choose to follow the Lord 
or choose money,’ ” he says, adding that 

callsGod



18   Canadian Mennonite  September 1, 2008

God at work in the WorldSunny farewell to long-
time executive director
MCC Saskatchewan bids goodbye to Bruno Baerg

By Karin Fehderau
Saskatchewan Correspondent
SaSKatoon, SaSK.

On a hot July afternoon under cotton-
candy clouds, friends and staff mem-

bers gathered  to say goodbye to Mennonite 
Central Committee Saskatchewan execu-
tive director Bruno Baerg.
 Baerg ploughed through tense times in 
the 12 years he embraced the role, times 
when he was called upon to wait, explain, 
mediate and wait some more. 
Strengths he brought to the pos-
ition helped him to shoulder the 
load with success. His people skills 
carried him through many con-
versations and struggles.
 “Bruno has good relations to the 
constituency,” said Leonard Doell, 
a staff member in the Aboriginal 
Neighbours program in Saskatoon. “He 
had good people skills, he could mediate 
conflict.”
 Long-time Mennonite Brethren (MB) 
conference minister Ralph Gliege was ef-
fusive in his praise, calling Baerg “a man 
who crosses borders beautifully.”
 “He cared about all the people he con-
nected with, both in and out of the of-
fice,” noted staff member Elaine Harder, 
coordinator of the Refugee Assistance 
program.
 Strong administrative skills were also an 
asset. “Bruno was always on top of things,” 
explained Doell, adding that the executive 
director’s deep and living faith inspired the 
staff. “There was a lot of respect for Bruno’s 
faith stance and how he lived it out.”

His vision
In his final mailing to the churches, Baerg re-
called how he came to the province hoping to 
find God among Saskatchewan Mennonites. 
And he did. But his vision for the provincial 
program went way beyond that. 
 “Bruno was passionate about MCC and 
wanted for MCC to be the best it could be,” 

said Harder.
 Doell agrees. “MCC Centre was his 
dream,” he said. 
 MCC Saskatchewan board chair John 
Elias could also see it. “Bruno’s vision 
was to get the new building renovated,” 
Elias said. “He had a vision for the entire 
complex,” which involved putting all the 
programs under one roof and opening 
up the main foyer to create an inclusive 
atmosphere. 
    Baerg himself might not have owned 

the dream as his own, however, 
for he saw the vision for a change 
in direction take place among the 
people. “We wanted to increase 
our profile in the community,” he 
said. “That meant shifts in the way 
we’d been operating.” 
     Some of those shifts endured 
a stormy start. The dream for 

a different MCC building was bold and, 
although accepted in principle, was at 
times a bit much for the cautious, care-
ful spenders that normally supported 
the work. Some felt that that money 
endowed to MCC by faithful givers 
shouldn’t be used to spruce up the organi- 
zation’s public image. Baerg patiently 
waded through the waters of opposition, 
as meetings were held in various congrega-
tions and people were encouraged to ex-
press concerns. For his part, Baerg worked 
hard to alleviate the fears and did so in such 
a gentle and convincing manner that dis-
senting voices died down after awhile and 
the project moved ahead.

His contributions
Although owned and supported by two 
conferences, the MCC program has, for 
years, seen more of one than the other. In 
1996, when Baerg was hired, the board was 
interested in hearing more from the MB 
churches. While the program had seen 
steady involvement from MC Canada con-
gregations, more was hoped for from the 
MB congregations.

Baerg Briefly noted Λ
New executive director to 
head MCC Saskatchewan

SASKATOON, SASK.—
Claire Ewert Fisher has 
been named executive 
director of Mennonite 
C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e 
(MCC) Saskatchewan 
This appointment be-
comes effective Sept. 1. 

Ewert Fisher has extensive experience 
in the ministries of MCC, conference 
boards and committees, having served 
on the MCC Saskatchewan board  from 
1977-83 and the MCC Canada board 
from 1983-86; her first MCC assign-
ments were in Vietnam from 1973-75 
and in Winnipeg with MCC Canada 
1975-76. She currently chairs the minis-
tries commission of Mennonite Church 
Saskatchewan, a position she has filled 
since 2003. Ewert Fisher and her husband 
Garth are co-pastors of MC Canada con-
gregations in Herschel and Fiske, Sask.
—MCC Saskatchewan Release

Ewert Fisher

 Baerg spent a lot of time building rela-
tionships in the MB community. He made 
an effort to know the leaders and helped 
bring to fruition a partnership between 
Bethany College, MCC and Rosthern 
Junior College. Because of that, the bond 
between MCC and the MB churches was 
strengthened.
 “We, as leaders, understand the signifi-
cance of what he’s done,” said Gliege.
 “Our support from MB congregations 
has greatly increased because of Bruno,” 
acknowledged Elias.  
 The redesigned and much-improved 
MCC building bore testament to Baerg’s 
long-range vision for Saskatchewan.
 “We now have an amazing centre where 
people love to come, where we can cele-
brate . . . and hopefully inspire others,” said 
Harder.
 “After 12 years, the organization greatly 
bears his stamp,” acknowledged Elias.
 Baerg has accepted a call back to Africa, 
where he grew up, to work as a regional 
director with MCC. 
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God at work in the World

Building bridges
International visitors learn 
about North America while 
serving in Canada, U.S.

By Dave Rogalsky
eastern Canada Correspondent
KitChener, ont.

Mennonite Central Committee’s 
International Visitor Exchange 

Program (IVEP) brings young adults 
from around the world together in North 
America, where they learn about Canada 
and the U.S. and their hosts learn about 

Free aid not 
the solution 
CMU prof Ray Vander Zaag 
part of an international 
fact-finding mission on 
Haitian food crisis

By John Longhurst
Canadian Mennonite university release
haiti

Wh e n  C a n a d i a n  M e n n o n i t e 
University (CMU) professor Ray 

Vander Zaag returned to Haiti earlier this 
year after an 11-year absence, he says, “It 
broke my heart to see how conditions have 
deteriorated for so many. Life is certainly 
getting more difficult for people there.”
 Vander Zaag, who teaches international 
development studies at CMU, was back 
in Haiti as part of an international fact-
finding mission on the right to food. The 
trip was sponsored by the International 
Centre for Human Rights and Democratic 
Development, an organization created by 
the government of Canada to encourage 
and support the universal values of human 
rights and the promotion of democratic in-
stitutions and practices around the world.
 While in Haiti, the mission found that 
hunger and malnutrition are pervasive, 
and that lack of access to food risks es-
calating into a full-blown humanitarian 
crisis. Since the right to food is enshrined 
in Haiti’s constitution, mission members 
called on the Haitian government to take 
immediate steps to resolve the problem.
 Vander Zaag, who researches and writes 
about Haiti, says the Caribbean country 
puts “almost all the various theories and 
issues in international development stud-
ies to the test. There are many competing 
explanations to explain the causes of the 
food crisis.”
 One theory holds that the crisis is the result 
of how foreign governments have encour-
aged Haiti to open its markets to cheaper 
imported food. But as prices on imported 
food have risen, in part because of rising fuel 

costs, Vander Zaag notes that “it is harder for 
poor people to buy staple goods.”
 Another theory emphasizes the weak 
capacity and will of successive Haitian gov-
ernments to deliver effective services to the 
poor, resulting in many aid groups sending 
help to Haiti. Since the food riots in April, 
this trend has only increased, he says, with 
numerous churches in North America re-
sponding by filling up containers of food 
to ship to Haiti.  
 The problem with this approach, accord-
ing to Vander Zaag, is that while it helps 
people in the short-term, “it discourages 
development and home-grown economic 
activity. Why should farmers try to grow 
food for sale if free food is being given 
away, or subsidized American rice can be 
bought more cheaply?”
 What is hopeful, Vander Zaag states, is 
that the current food crisis is serving as 
a wake-up call. “Increasing numbers of 
Haitians are calling for more national self-
reliance,” he says.
 The solution to the food crisis in Haiti is 
not to send more free aid, he says. Rather, 
the Haitian government, aid groups and 
Haitian grassroots organizations need to 
“invest in farmers in the countryside, so 
they can become more productive.”
 Vander Zaag doesn’t want to discour-
age North Americans from wanting to 
help people in Haiti. “But we need to do 
it in a way that doesn’t cause more prob-
lems for them in the long-term,” he says. 
“Otherwise, we run the risk of just making 
things worse, instead of better.” Λ

them through a variety of service oppor-
tunities. At that same time, the IVEPers 
also learn about all of the other countries 
they come from.
 The experience “builds bridges and op-
portunities for sharing among people from 
around the world, and in that way takes us 
all one step closer to peace through under-
standing and friendship,” says Canadian 
IVEP coordinator Isabella Sellar Voll. 
She was in Kitchener on July 20 as the 59 
IVEPers from 24 countries had their clos-
ing program for 2007-08 before returning 
to their home countries.
 “Through this program, both North 
Americans and IVEP participants begin to 
look at the world through new eyes; when 
they hear about another country in the news 
they no longer just flip the channel or turn 
the page, but they see the face of a friend 
in their minds, and it means something to 
them,” she says, adding, “It makes the world 
more personal, and it makes people want 
to do something to make the world a better 
place. In this way, IVEP is a significant peace- 
building program of MCC.”
 A new group arrived on Aug. 8 for orien-
tation in Akron, Pa.  Λ

From left to right, Bridget Ndlovu 
of South Africa—placed at Reedley, 
Calif., Community Youth Ministries; 
Ginah Mudenda  of Zambia—placed 
at MCC B.C.; and Mncedisi Vilakati  of 
Swaziland—placed at the MCC Great 
Lakes Office participate in the closing 
program of IVEP 2007-08 on July 20 at 
First Mennonite Church, Kitchener, Ont.
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Chortitza oak 
to anchor 
Heritage Park
By Evelyn Rempel Petkau
Manitoba Correspondent
WinKLer, Man.

In the heart of a rapidly growing city in 
southern Manitoba the decision to turn 

prime real estate into a heritage park in-
stead of a fire hall is significant. Winkler, 
with a population of 9,300, is growing at a 
rate of 10 percent every year. 
 “This is one of the times and places 
where the past, present and future come 
together,” said Ken Loewen, secretary of 
the Bethel Heritage Park Committee on 
Aug. 18, when plans for the site were un-
veiled. “With this park we want to honour 
the past, build relationships in the present, 
and inspire our city for the future.”
 Formerly the home of Bethel Hospital, 
development of the one-hectare site is  
scheduled to begin this month.
 In honouring the past, the park will fea-
ture an entrance gate that is reminiscent of 
the architecture in former Mennonite vil-
lages in Ukraine. There will be both a war 
memorial and a memorial to conscientious 
objectors (COs).
 Bernie Loeppky, who is helping plan the 
CO memorial, said, “We are proposing a 
wall of remembrance that will consist of 
3,021 bricks, [one] for each of the con-
scientious objectors in Manitoba during 
World War II. We don’t have all the names 
because the government destroyed them 
in 1946.”
 A Jewish pioneer cairn and German 
cairn will give recognition to the signifi-
cant influence of these groups on the 
community.
 “The Jewish community brought entre-
preneurship, thriving businesses and 
made other significant contributions,” said 
Loewen, noting, “There used to be a Jewish 
synagogue here.” 
 A young oak tree, an offshoot of the 
ancient oak that grew in the former 
Chortitza colony in Ukraine, stands alone 
in the park at present, but will eventually 

MEDA project 
to preserve 
mangroves
By Linda Whitmore
Meda release
Peru

A new approach to creation care is be-
ing explored in Peru’s mangrove for-

est by Mennonite Economic Development 
Associates (MEDA). MEDA recently 
undertook a five-year, $1.8-million project 
for the Peruvian government to protect 
exotic birds and bio-rich plant life through 
sustainable development in the country’s 
only mangrove sanctuary.
 Mangrove forests, which can look like 
a tangle of jagged roots twisting deep into 
the mud, are among the most biologically 
diverse wetlands on earth, hosting plant 
life that can’t survive elsewhere. They’re 
a haven for hundreds of bird species, and 
offer refuge and nursery grounds for fish, 

crabs, shrimp and mollusks.
 Many residents of Peru’s mangrove sanc-
tuary make their living from fishing, and 
a $50 million prawn-exporting industry 
operates nearby. But the mangrove forest 
faces pressures such as contamination from 
sewage, garbage and industrial waste.
 “As well, villagers and companies have 
been tempted by short-term gains, such 
as cutting mangrove wood illegally for 
commercial purposes,” says Ben Fowler, 
MEDA’s project manager.
 More than half of the thousands of resi-
dents in the sanctuary do not have access to 
clean water or sewage drainage, and a third 
are undernourished, Fowler says, adding 
that already limited economic options will 
be further diminished if ecological health 
declines.
 MEDA’s approach is to boost awareness 
of how conservation and long-term eco-
nomic interests go hand-in-hand, so that 
all stakeholders join hands to protect the 
mangrove forest. Fowler cites the example 
of discouraging people from going into log-
ging that directly impacts their own ability 
to earn a livelihood. “A key task will be to 
gain the trust of villagers themselves, bring 
them on board and empower them to de-
velop their own strategies and community 
regulations,” he says.
 A related tactic is to expand cooperation 
among local producer associations that 
sometimes see each other as rivals. “There 
are strong local associations that need to 
be brought into the picture and made to 
feel that they have a stake in managing it,” 
says Fowler. “We want to build a recogni-
tion of their common interest and link that 
into government structures.”
 For local Peruvians, a lot is riding on the 
project, both economically and environ-
mentally, according to Fowler: “If it suc-
ceeds as planned, it could be replicated in 
many of the other protected areas.” Λ

Bill Siemens, chair of Winkler’s Bethel 
Heritage Park Committee, and secre-
tary Ken Loewen pose with an oak tree 
seedling from the ancient oak that grew 
in the Mennonite colony at Chortitza, 
Ukraine. The oak tree will be one of the 
focal points of the still-to-be-developed 
Bethel Heritage Park.
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be surrounded by trees representing the 
agricultural success of Mennonite farmers 
in the area.
 “This park will have a greater impact than 
many other projects,” said Winkler mayor 
Martin Harder. “It will be a spot where fu-
ture generations can come to enjoy, reflect 
and remember their heritage.” Λ
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Sustaining 
grace
World pressure needed to 
bring change to Zimbabwe 
says church leader

By Ferne Burkhardt
Mennonite World Conference release
toronto

“It is God’s grace that sustains us,” said 
Bishop Danisa Ndlovu from his hotel 

room the morning after Zimbabwe’s presi-
dential run-off election late this spring. 
The vice-president and president-elect of 
Mennonite World Conference (MWC) 
travelled from his home in Bulawayo, 
Zimbabwe, to Toronto, where he spoke at 
the Brethren in Christ General Conference 
(North America).
 Although discredited by much of the 
world after the June 27 run-off, Robert 
Mugabe was sworn in again as Zimbabwe’s 
president in time for him to attend the 
African Union summit in Egypt as the 

nation’s newly elected head of state. His 
election was announced within hours of 
the polls closing, in contrast to the March 
29 election when citizens waited for more 
than a month for vote results. Morgan 

Tsvangirai, leader of the opposition 
Movement for Democratic Change, had 
withdrawn from the run-off ballot, con-
demning it as a farce.
 The March general election was called 
free, but not fair; the run-off election 
was said to be neither, with beatings 
and harassment happening within sight 
of African and international observers, 
claimed Ndlovu.
 While he hopes the aggression and ha-
rassment of opposition party supporters 
will decrease, Ndlovu does not expect 
much change in the country without 
regional and international pressure on the 
president. “The meeting in Egypt is signifi-
cant,” he said. “The situation is ripe for the 
African Union [leaders] to take a stand. 
This is no longer a Zimbabwean issue, 
but an African issue and an international 
issue.”
 Many Zimbabweans have fled to neigh-
bouring countries, particularly to South 
Africa, where churches are growing due 
to the influx of refugees. Some of Ndlovu’s 
own Brethren in Christ members are try-
ing to leave Zimbabwe, he said.
 People live with anxiety, Ndlovu said, 
maintaining that church leaders are espe-

cially targeted because 
they are seen to have 
inf luence and they 
speak out on political 
issues. “We know we 
are being watched, but 

when we preach we can’t overlook corrup-
tion and suffering,” he said.
 He expressed gratitude to the global 
faith community for the presence of 
Dan Nighswander and Yvonne Snider-

Nighswander, Mennonite Church Canada 
workers in South Africa who were sent by 
MWC to Zimbabwe, to pray and walk with 
church leaders and their families for two 
weeks around the time of the run-off elec-
tion. “We are overwhelmed by the moral 
support of the international church and 
the prayers of God’s people everywhere. It 
is a great encouragement,” said Ndlovu.
 The economic situation continues to 
be extremely difficult, he said, as people 
simply get whatever they can wherever 
they can, often crossing into neighbour-
ing countries. “The government is push-
ing people too far and there is potential 
for violence, but people are not keen on 
engaging in any form of violence,” Ndlovu 
observed. “I don’t anticipate violence in the 
streets unless there is a big provocation.”
 His own BIC church members, he con-
cluded, “need to be peaceful and not lose 
their trust in God.” Λ

Briefly noted Λ
Rosthern Mennonite Nursing 
Home making a ‘FRESH’ start
ROSTHERN, SASK.— Rosthern 
Mennonite Nursing Home is now one 
year into a three-year strategic plan 
known as FRESH (Foster spiritual 
growth, Revitalize resident-centred 
care, Enhance community awareness 
and partnering, Sound stewardship and 
Heighten staff development). During 
that time, the home has found financial 
resources to create a half-time chap-
laincy position, and has appointed a 
search committee. A list of resident 
rights and responsibilities has been for-
mulated and enacted. A new website is 
being developed, which will improve 
information and communication with 
the community. Aboriginal training 
and hiring is high on the agenda. The 
home became aware of its environ-
ment and is responding to this urgent 
concern. Safety issues concerning both 
residents and staff are being monitored 
very closely, and corrections and train-
ing are being made where possible.
—Rosthern Mennonite Nursing Home 
Release

[C]hurch leaders are especially targeted 
because they are seen to have influence 
and they speak out on political issues.
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Not so fast...
Hop aboard the RMS Segwun, North America’s oldest 
operating Steamship, offering Sightseeing, Lunch and Dinner 
cruising; until October 19th.

The remarkable Muskoka Boat & Heritage Centre is open 
year-round and showcases the rich history of the steam era 
and life on the water in Muskoka, featuring Canada’s largest 
in water collection of antique and classic boats.

Take a step back to yesteryear, it’s the real deal.

For information and reservations:
1-866-687-6667 / www.realmuskoka.com

Mennonite Church Canada general secretary robert J. Suderman, left, and MC Canada Witness executive secretary Janet Plenert, 
right, were part of an MC Canada/Mennonite World Conference delegation that met with Philippine General Ferrer last month during 
talks aimed at restoring peace in the nation after the Supreme Court blocked the signing of an ancestral domain agreement between 

the government and the Moro islamic Liberation Front (MiLF), a key rebel force in the Philippines, which could have ended more than 
four decades of conflict. Since the Mennonite delegation’s visit, which included time with MiLF representatives, peace talks between 
the two sides have stalled. Serious fighting has resulted in dozens of deaths and as many as 160,000 people have fled their homes and 
villages for safety. Peacebuilders Community (under the leadership of dann and Joji Pantoja), with support from MC Canada Witness, 

is working to provide food for some of those displaced families. also pictured is irene Suderman, second from left.

MC Canada Photo
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Mennonite Mutual  
Insurance Co. 
(Alberta) Ltd. 

Meeting Needs Together 

Head Office: 
# 300, 2946 - 32 Street NE 
Calgary, Alberta T1Y 6J7 
Tel: (403) 275-6996 
Fax: (403) 291-6733 
Email: office@mmiab.ca 

Offering Property, Casualty, and Liability insurance to individuals, 
churches, and businesses in Alberta 

Insurance               Compassion               Relief 

Building … strong communities, strong churches and impacting our 
world.  Our customers are part of the Mennonite Church and other 
churches of like faith in the province of Alberta. 

Branch Office: 
Box 2260 
La Crete, Alberta T0H 2H0 
Tel: (780) 928-3711 
Fax: (780) 928-3712 

Toll-free Tel: 1-866-222-6996      Toll-free Fax: 1-866-671-6733 

Iraqi refugee 
family recalls 
horrors of war 
in Baghdad
By Gladys Terichow
Mennonite Central Committee release
aMMan, Jordan

Meeron Chamoun is only eight years 
old, but he courageously shares 

vivid memories of children being kid-
napped from his school in Baghdad and 
school closures resulting from bombings 
and threats of bomb attacks.
 “They kidnapped 16 kids from my 
school,” he says, explaining that kidnap-
pings usually take place at the end of the 
school day when many students leave the 
school grounds at the same time. Chamoun 
also remembers the explosions and threats 
of explosions in his school. “I felt very 
scared,” he says. “I would go to school one 
day and then stay home for a few days.”
 Chamoun and his parents , Majid 
Chamoun and Missa Hanni, and his sib-
lings, six-year-old twins Karol and Karaam, 
now live in Amman waiting for resettle-
ment in another country.
 “We don’t have a future in Amman,” says 
Hanni. “There is pain in this waiting, but we 
know that someday things will change.”
 The lack of peaceful options to deal with 
conflicts in Iraq has resulted in a cycle of 
violence that has uprooted and displaced 
about 4.8 million people; nearly three 

million have found refuge in safer regions 
in Iraq and about two million others have 
found safety in other countries, mainly 
Syria and Jordan.
 This family is among 25,000 Iraqi 
Christians who have fled to Jordan, ex-
plains Father Raymond Moussalli, who 
was sent in 2002 by the Chaldean Catholic 
Church in Baghdad to start a church in 
Amman for Chaldean Catholic refugees 
from Iraq.
 Through financial donations from in-
dividuals, and grants from Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC) and other 
partner organizations, Moussalli’s church 
provides a variety of services and pro-
grams to support Iraqi families, including 
youth programs, Sunday school classes, 
after-school programs, training programs, 
health services and humanitarian aid.
 Chamoun and Hanni were born in 
Baghdad. Chamoun, an engineer special-
izing in air conditioning and refrigeration, 
owned an electrical appliance shop. He 
says he became a target for militant groups 
in 2004 because he had sold televisions and 
air conditioning units to the international 
military forces. In response to threats, he 
and the children fled to Amman for three 
months. His wife stayed with her family in 
Baghdad because she did not have a pass-
port at that time.
 He tried to re-establish his business 
when he returned to Baghdad, but within 
a few months a gang of men stole every-
thing from his shop as a warning that he 
was not allowed to operate his business in 
that neighbourhood.
 This time the whole family fled to 
Amman, but returned to Baghdad in 
October 2005 because they wanted to give 
Meeron the opportunity to go to school. 

(Only in 2007 was new legislation passed 
in Jordan that gives all Iraqi children there 
access to Jordanian schools.)
 Chamoun once again tried to open his 
shop in Baghdad, but these plans ended 
abruptly on Dec. 20, 2005, when militants 
placed a bomb in his shop and burned it 
down. Two days later they sent threatening 
letters to his house. “This was their way of 
letting me know that they knew where I 
lived,” he says.
 The family went into hiding, but in 
March 2006 two men from the militant 
group came to the neighbourhood ask-
ing people if they knew the whereabouts 
of “Majid, the engineer.” When the men 
parked their vehicle in front of the house 
where he and his family were hiding he 
went to the vehicle to talk with the men.
 “They said, we want you to work with 
us to make explosives. We will give you 
the money that you want,” Chamoun says, 
explaining that he was offered the job be-
cause the militants needed an experienced 
engineer. He knew that rejecting this job 
offer would put his life in jeopardy, but it 
was a risk he was willing to take.
 The family tried to hide in another 
neighbourhood, but within a few months 
they were found. “In June 2006, we left 
Baghdad for the last time,” says Chamoun, 
adding he does not expect that it will ever 
be safe enough for him to return.
 In the meantime, the family finds sup-
port from the church and places its hope in 
resettlement in another country. Chamoun 
and Hanni are not allowed to work in 
Jordan, where their stay is viewed by the 
government as temporary. They get some 
financial assistance from relatives who have 
already resettled in other countries. Λ

Meeron Chamoun, left, shares vivid 
memories of children being kid-
napped in Baghdad as his father, 
Majid Chamoun, and sister Karol 
listen in.

MCC Photo BY MeLiSSa enGLe
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2008 TOURS
CHINA and a YANGTZE RIVER CRUISE (October 8-21) 

TM ALUMNI MYSTERY TOUR (October 15-23) 
FOLLOWING the STEPS of MOSES (November 2-14)

2009 TOURS
PANAMA CANAL ADVENTURE CRUISE TOUR (January 3-13)

CHURCHES AND SAFARIS in  
KENYA and TANZANIA (February 9-20)

VISIT MEXICO and its COPPER CANYON (February 27-March 8)
EXPLORE the WORLD of PAUL  

with TOM YODER NEUFELD (April 29-May 15)
ISRAEL and PALESTINE (May 24-June 3)

EUROPEAN HERITAGE with JOHN RUTH (June 4-17)
RUSSIA and UKRAINE (June 5-19)
ALASKA CRUISE TOUR (June 8-19)

MWC #1 / #3 / #4 / #6 - SOLD OUT
MWC #2 - CHILE, URUGUAY, PARAGUAY (July 5-20) A Few Seats

MWC #5 - PARAGUAY and BOLIVIA (July 12-25)
MWC #7 - PARAGUAY and IGUAZU FALLS (July 8-20)

EUROPEAN HERITAGE with JOHN SHARP (July 31-August 13)
MENNONITE STORY in POLAND (September 15-23)

ENCHANTING DANUBE RIVER CRUISE (October 24-November 1)
BEHIND the VEIL - EXPERIENCING EGYPT (November 16-28)

2010 TOURS
AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND (February 5-25)

WITH OBERAMMERGAU PASSION PLAY:
SPRINGTIME in HOLLAND, BELGIUM & GERMANY (May 6-17)

EUROPEAN HERITAGE with JOHN RUTH (June 1-14)
SPECTACULAR SCANDINAVIA & ITS FJORDS (June 13-28)

PENNSYLVANIA to EUROPE (June 19-July 2)
ISRAEL/PALESTINE (June 24-July 5)

SEE WEB SITE FOR MORE TOURS TO OBERAMMERGAU

TRAVEL WITH TOURMAGINATION  
TO EXPLORE THE WORLD

“Building bridges among 
Mennonites and other 
Christians and faiths  

around the world through  
custom-designed travel.”

CALL 1-800-565-0451
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO BOOK YOUR TOUR

E-MAIL: office@tourmagination.com     WEB: www.tourmagination.com
9 Willow Street, Waterloo, ON  N2J 1V6  Canada Reg. #50014322 2308 Wood Street, Lancaster, PA 17603  USA

Skyrocketing 
costs affect 
goat project 
in Jordan
By Gladys Terichow
Mennonite Central Committee release
GreGrah, Jordan

Goats provide a much-needed source 
of income, meat and milk in this 

Bedouin village of 3,000 people in the 
Wadi Araba Desert in southern Jordan. 
But skyrocketing costs for livestock feed 
and reduced demand for local meat are 
shattering dreams that a herd of goats will 
give families an adequate source of income 
and food security.
 Maytha Amareen, a widow with two 
children under the age of three, was among 
the first 17 families in Wadi Araba to re-
ceive four pregnant nanny goats under a 
community development program sup-
ported by Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC) and administered by the Prince 
Hussein Benevolent Society.
 “The best thing is that I don’t have to 
buy milk,” says Maytha, explaining that 
her small herd of two goats (following the 
death of two animals) produces two litres 
of milk a day, making it possible for her to 
make a small contribution to the family’s 
food requirements.
 She lives in a tent in the same yard as 

her deceased husband’s first wife and that 
woman’s eight children, aged one to 22. 
The two families live as one, sharing meals 
and financial resources. Each family has its 
own tent for sleeping and they share a tent 
for cooking. Their main source of income 
is the late husband’s pension of 150 Jordan 
dinars—just over $200—an income that 
is not enough to support this family of 12 
people.
 Maytha can’t afford to buy livestock feed 
for her two goats but Joseph, 18, takes care 
of her goats and the seven goats that be-
long to his mother. Every morning he finds 
a place near the village where the goats can 
graze on shrubs and grasses growing in the 
desert.
 “Lots of people in this area raise live-
stock,” says Ali Amareen, chair of the be-
nevolent society. “We thought this would 
be a good project to help poor families, in 
the hope that things would go better for 
them.” 
 Under this program, recipients of the 
goats are required to give money from the 
sale of male offspring to the benevolent 
society for three years. The society uses 

these funds to buy female offspring, which 
are bred and given to other poor families.
 “It could have been an excellent project 
[but] nobody knew the prices would go 
up,” he says, explaining that prices of all 
basic commodities, including fuel, elec-
tricity, wheat and barley, are escalating 
because the government is phasing out 
subsidies. In addition to escalating prices, 
the demand for local meat is going down 
because it is cheaper to buy meat that has 
been imported from Sudan and Syria. 
 Despite these unexpected challenges, 
farmers in Jordan are anticipating that the 
economics of keeping goats will improve. 
The benevolent society wants the pro-
ject to continue because the price of milk 
is increasing and this project gives poor 
families their own source of milk, says Ali, 
adding the program might be changed to 
provide each family with only two preg-
nant ewes, instead of four.
 MCC has supported projects in this 
community for more than 10 years, many 
of them related to water systems. Most re-
cently, MCC provided a grant of $30,000 
towards a $140,000 water catchment 

Ali Amareen chairs a benevolent society 
that provides goats to needy families 
through a program supported by Mennonite 
Central Committee. Two of the goats in 
this pen belong to Maytha Amareen.

MCC Photo BY MeLiSSa enGLe
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Bright red Mennonite Central Committee buttons reading “To remember is to work 
for peace” placed in front of Allegra Friesen Epp’s project send an alternative mes-
sage about war.

Photo BY Judith FrieSen ePP
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system for irrigating 300 hectares of farm-
land. Water from an artesian well is col-
lected and stored in a 9,000-cubic-metre 
concrete cistern built on top of a hill. The 
water moves by gravity through above-
ground pipes to the flat farmland below. 
MCC has also provided funds to install and 
upgrade water distribution systems in the 
village. Λ

Young Mennonite 
brings CO project 
to National 
Historica Fair
By Deborah Froese
Mennonite Church Canada release
ViCtoria

Twelve-year-old Allegra Friesen Epp took 
her project on conscientious objection 

to a national audience this summer. She 
was one of 15 students chosen to represent 

Manitoba at the National Historica Fair in 
Victoria, B.C., for a week in July. 
 A student from École Golden Gate 
Middle School in Winnipeg, Friesen Epp 

has family ties with conscientious objec-
tion. Her great-great uncle, Nick Friesen, 
went to prison during World War II when 
he was denied conscientious objector (CO) 
status.
 “I heard a bit about his story and I want-
ed to gather the information that was all 
around me and put it into a project,” Friesen 
Epp says. She realized that the topic of con-
scientious objection was something many 
people would not be aware of and she liked 
the idea of doing something different.
 Friesen Epp divided her project into 
three sections: Alternative Service, Non-
Combative Military Service, and men 
who were denied CO status. With photo-
graphs, copies of newspaper clippings and 
personal stories of COs, her project raised 
curiosity among her schoolmates. “Many 
of them asked questions,” she says. “They 
were really interested because they’d never 
heard of it before.”
 Her project was one of several chosen to 
represent Grades 6 and 7 at a school-wide 
fair, gradually progressing to divisional, 
provincial and national levels.
 Undertaking this project has enhanced 
Friesen Epp’s personal commitment to 
peace. “There is another option or solution 
for conflict,” she says. “You never need to 
go to war to solve arguments or problems. 
There are alternatives.” Λ
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Artbeat

Book Review

Politics: God’s ‘Plan B’
Politics Under God. 

John h. redekop. herald Press, 2007, 224 pages.
Reviewed by David Driedger

Briefly noted Λ
Recovering Jesus wins Word Guild 
Canadian Christian writing award
MISSISSAUGA, ONT.—Recovering Jesus: The Witness of the New Testament by Tom 
Yoder Neufeld, a Conrad Grebel University College professor, was named the best 
apologetics/evangelism book in the 2008 Word Guild Canadian Christian Writing 
Awards in June. Short-listed finalists with Mennonite connections included John 
H. Redekop of Abbotsford, B.C. for his book Politics Under God (Herald Press) in 
the biblical studies book category and for his article “Miracle on the freeway” in the 
personal experience article category (published in the MB Herald); AMBS professor 
Arthur Paul Boers for his book The Way is Made by Walking (InterVarsity Press) in 
the Christian living book category; and Canadian Mennonite managing editor Ross 
W. Muir for his short feature article “Other inconvenient truths.”
—By Canadian Mennonite Staff

John H. Redekop’s Politics 
Under God deals with the 

basic issues Christians face 
when trying to understand their 
relationship with the state. For 
Redekop, the political realm 
was instituted when God “put 
a mark on Cain so that no one 
who found him would kill him” 
(Genesis 4:15). He views the 
state as a provisional rule for 
those who rejected God’s lord-
ship; it is God’s “Plan B.” Christians are 
concerned about good government, but 
they cannot give their full allegiance to it.
 Redekop calls the government to par-
ticular ethical requirements, but they 
are not the same as those Christians are 
called to. Acknowledging this difference, 
Redekop critiques various historical ap-
proaches to living in two ethical realms. 
He introduces an approach that he calls 
“Reformed Anabaptism,” which allows 
proportional participation with the gov-
ernment. Christian participation increases 
or decreases according to the govern-
ment’s “civic righteousness.” Christians are 

allowed to participate to the 
extent that their actions do 
not violate a Christian ethic.
    In the second half of the 
book Redekop deals with the 
relationship between church 
and state, and responds to the 
question of whether or not 
morality can be legislated. The 
state, he argues, is not called 
upon to do the work of con-
version, but is mandated to 

control particular behaviour. As behaviour 
is shaped over time, there is the possibility 
of a shift in moral self-understanding. 
 Redekop also asks whether there can be a 
Christian political party and, if so, what place 
it would take on the political spectrum. He 
is sceptical that a political party that is faith-
ful to the gospel would be elected. Because a 
political body in power does not put others 
ahead of itself, it cannot function as a truly 
Christian expression. He acknowledges that 
civil disobedience can be warranted, but he 
makes it clear that Christians are called to 
peace and order.
 Although Politics Under God is clear 

and straightforward, at times it is limited 
and unhelpful. It provides a helpful orien-
tation for issues relating to politics and 
Christianity, but many of the arguments 
remain under-developed and at times 
come off as naïve. In arguing for policy 
being able to change morality, Redekop 
makes this debatable comment: “Perhaps 
the same effect occurs in the training of 
children. When parents force a child to say 
please and thank you, within a few years 
the child wants to do so.” He offers a chart 
comparing different aspects of the church 
and politics, but the categories are largely 
unqualified and the reader is left with more 
questions than insight.
 In his conclusion Redekop names 
Quakers and Mennonites as groups that 
have had a low view of Christian involve-
ment with government. Although his 
book may not advance the larger discus-
sion on politics and faith, it may be helpful 
in bringing these resistant traditions into 
conversation—and possible action—in the 
political world. Λ

David Driedger is a pastor at Hillcrest 
Mennonite, New Hamburg, Ont.
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Gerber Financial Services, Waterloo, ON
(519) 746-1900;
mgerber@dundeewealth.com

Financial Services

Education Resources

Yellow Page Business Directory

ACCOUNTS • LOANS • MORTGAGES • ONLINE SERVICES
FINANCIAL PLANNING • WWW.MSCU.COM

Serving members of Mennonite, Amish and
Brethren in Christ churches across Ontario.

Aylmer | Elmira | Kitchener  | Leamington | Milverton | New Hamburg | St. Catharines | Waterloo 

Head Office  519.746.1010  |  1.888.672.6728

Investment 
Planning Counsel 

I P C  I N V E S T M E N T  C O R P O R AT I O N

TM

Tel: 1.866.324.9574
john@ipcmanitoba.com

Insurance Provided by IPC Estate Services Inc.

Sound Advice, Excellent Products, Peace of Mind

John Thiessen, BA, BTh, CFP

Mennonite Central Committee 
BC invites applicants for the 
following positions
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) 
is a church based international relief, 
development and peace agency that 

seeks to demonstrate God’s love by serving among people suffering from poverty, 
conflict and natural disasters. In British Columbia we support international relief 
and development efforts by sending funds, personnel and material aid, and we also 
have local programs that assist people in need here in BC.  Qualified candidates 
for the following positions need to share the mission and beliefs of MCC as well 
as the specific qualifications for the position. 
Please check the website www.mcc.org/bc or call for a detailed job posting 
on these and other positions. MCC values diversity and invites all qualified 
candidates to apply. 
Assistant Accountant
The assistant accountant is responsible to the director of finance and 
administration and is responsible for specific accounting tasks within the 
department. In addition to overseeing accounts payable and receivable, this 
position will also have responsibilities related to payroll, benefits, vacation 
records, supporting the year end audit, record keeping, and recording Thrift Shop 
activity. Several years of accounting experience and a related degree are required, 
payroll training and several years toward a CGA or CMA preferred. Ability to 
provide IT problem solving support for office staff is an asset. This is a full-time 
salaried position based in Abbotsford.
Resource Generation Assistant
The Resource Generation Assistant provides support to the Director of Resource 
Development in a variety of roles related to communications and donor relations. 
This includes assisting with the creation of promotional materials, responding to 
donor inquiries, ordering and organizing communication resources, assisting with 
special events such as fund raising banquets, organizing schedules, taking minutes 
and record keeping. The specific qualifications include good communications 
skills, being organized and able to multi-task, willing to take the initiative in new 
situations, and being a flexible and collaborative team player.  This is a part-time 
salaried position based in Abbotsford. 
Executive Assistant
The Executive Assistant provides support to the Executive Director in day to 
day activities by assisting with special events, board meetings, annual general 
meetings, taking minutes at board and management meetings, keeping official 
records, general filing, correspondence, church relations, alumni activities and a 
variety of other duties. Specific qualifications include several years of experience 
in a similar role and excellent skills related to written and verbal communications, 
inter-personal relations, computer literacy and being well organized. This is a full-
time salaried position based in Abbotsford. 
Thrift Shop Manager- Furniture and More and Surrey MCC Thrift Shop
The Manager leads a small staff and over 60 volunteers in the daily Thrift Shop 
operations. This includes empowering and encouraging staff and volunteers, 
as well as working under the general direction of the Thrift Shop Committee. 
The specific duties include: budgeting, annual planning, promotion, assisting 
customers, organizing displays, recruiting and training volunteers, and other duties 
to keep the shop running smoothly. These are full-time salaried positions based in 
Abbotsford and Surrey. 

To apply please send a cover letter and resume to:
Attention: Marie Reimer, Human Resources Director (confidential)

MCC BC Box 2038, 31414 Marshall Rd., Abbotsford, B.C. V2T 3T8
By fax: 604-850-8734 or by email to hrdirector@mccbc.com

For more information call 604-850-6639 or check www.mcc.org/bc
Interviews will continue until qualified candidates are selected. All applicants are 
appreciated, only those selected for an interview will be contacted. 
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Bonaventure

Bonaventure Travel
Lila Hollman
Sherryl Koop
Lori Neufeld

Rose Szczepanik
Ruth Wiebe

Liz Krohn
Fiona Stafford

Julie Alexiuk

428 Academy Road, Winnipeg, MB
Phone: 1-888-550-8998

(204) 488-6653
bontrav@escape.ca

Fax: (204) 488-6694

Mennonite Your Way Tours
1-800-296-1991; www.mywtours.com
Travel with a purpose!

Russel Snyder-Penner
B.A., LL.B., M.A. Trademark Agent 

Corporate/Commercial Law
Charities/Non-profits
Wills/Trusts, Real Estate

255 King St. N. Suite 300
Waterloo, ON  N2J 4V2

519-725-2500
(f ) 519-725-2525

russ@solicitors.com

SUTHERLAND
MARK
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SNYDER-PENNER
P R O F E S S I O N A L   C O R P O R A T I O N

BA R R I S T E R S  A N D  SO L I C I T O R S

* T R A D E - M A R K  A G E N T  

Robert A. Sutherland, B.A., LL.B.

Ronald E. Mark, B.A., LL.B.

Paul B. Flemming, B.Admin., LL.B., M.B.A.

Rob Sutherland, B.B.A., LL.B.

Russel Snyder-Penner, B.A., LL.B., M.A.*

Glenda D. McLeod, B.A., LL.B.

LITIGATION COUNSEL: 

Hilde M. English, B.A., LL.B.

255 KING STREET NORTH SUITE 300 ATERLOO ONTARIO CANADA N2J 4V2 
TEL:   (519) 725-2500              •              FAX:  (519) 725-2525 

 www.solicitors.com 

Real Estate Brokerage

Broker of Record

Roth Nowak
INSURANCE BROKERS
119 University Avenue East
Waterloo, Ontario  N2J 2W1
Telephone: (800) 576-7166
E-mail: service@rothnowak.com

Auto, Home & Business 
Insurance
Dennis Roth • Ed Nowak
Serving the Mennonite Community 
throughout Ontario

Representing

www.rothnowak.com
Travel

Retreat/Accommodations
Real Estate

Legal Services

Insurance

Independently owned and operated

519-747-0231
email: margaret@mmrealestate.ca
marylou@mmrealestate.ca

Our clients place their trust in us.
We value and honour that trust.

Margaret Shantz 

Mary Lou Murray

Sales Representative

M     &     M 

Sales Representative
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Calendar Λ
British Columbia

Sept. 19-20: MCC festival auction and 
sale at tradex, abbotsford. (See back 
cover.)
Sept. 27: Prince George Mennonite 
Fall Fair at the Civic Centre in Prince 
George.
Oct. 4: “Prime time” seminar on end-
of-life issues, First Mennonite, Kelowna.
Oct. 4-5: Thanksgiving Vespers with 
abendmusik Choir at emmanuel 
Free reformed Church, abbotsford 
8 p.m. (4) and Knox united Church, 
Vancouver 8 p.m. (5). donations to 
Menno Simons Centre.
Nov, 3-5: annual retreat at First 
Mennonite, Kelowna. “Blooming 
deserts and prickly cactus: The story 
of the Mennonites in the green hell of 
Paraguay” with harry Loewen.

Alberta

Oct. 11-12: Coaldale Mennonite 
80th anniversary celebration. For more 
information, call 403-345-3363. 

Saskatchewan

Sept. 28-30: Pastor/Spouse retreat and 
pastors’ gathering at Shekinah retreat 
Centre.
October 19-21: Canadian Mennonite 
health assembly conference in 
Saskatoon.
Oct. 25: MC Saskatchewan equipping 
day.
Oct. 31-Nov. 1: MCC Saskatchewan 
annual general meeting.

Manitoba

Sept. 13: Morris MCC auction and 
relief Sale.
Sept. 13-14: Sterling Mennonite, 
Winnipeg, 50th anniversary 
celebrations.
Sept. 21: Mennonite Collegiate 
institute presents a fall celebration 
supper and concert featured Brad 
Johner, in Buhler hall, Gretna. to 
reserve tickets, call 204-327-5891.
Sept. 26-27: Brandon MCC relief Sale.
Sept. 28, Oct. 5, Nov. 9: Power of 
Peace Concerts. offering for teaching 
materials on peace at the Winkler and 
Steinbach Co memorial. (28) Morden 
Mennonite Church, 7 p.m. (5) rosenort 
evangelical Mennonite Church, 7 

Briefly noted Λ
CBC alumni invited to 
73rd annual homecoming
ABBOTSFORD, B.C.—Columbia Bible College (CBC) invites 
all former students, faculty and staff of the college and its form-
ative schools, to join in a time of celebration and reconnecting 
at this year’s Alumni Legacy Homecoming, Sept. 25-27. The 
weekend features a basketball game, a luncheon for all those 
who attended one of the Mennonite or Mennonite Brethren 
Bible schools in B.C. from 1936-70, workshops by Columbia 
faculty, a barbecue for alumni and their families, a concert 
featuring local alumni musicians, and significant opportunities 
to reminisce and connect with old friends and other alumni. 
The highlight of the weekend will be the banquet on Sept. 27 
featuring an alumni choir lead by Rudy Baerg. Choir mem-
bers are needed for this event. The choir is open to all alumni 
and their family members (even if they didn’t sing in a musical 
group). Those desiring to sing in the choir, please contact the 
alumni office at 604-853-3567 ext. 327. To register online, visit 
columbiabc.edu/alumni.
—Columbia Bible College Release

p.m. (9) Grace Mennonite Church, 
Steinbach, 10 a.m.
Oct. 3-5: Work weekend at Camp 
Moose Lake.
Oct. 3-5: “take and eat: a Conference 
on Food and Creation Care,” hosted by 
Providence College, CMu and a rocha 
Canada at Providence College. For 
information or to register visit www.
prov.ca or e-mail takeandeat@prov.ca.
Oct. 3-5: 50th anniversary 
homecoming weekend at Westgate 
Collegiate. Program at Bethel 
Mennonite, 6 p.m. (3); Cyclathon and 
Coffee house (4); worship service (5).
Oct. 8: Mennonite Church Manitoba 
Leadership seminar: “God’s business: 
Practices of the Christian community 
in church and business.” resource 
person: Werner Franz.
Oct. 9-10: “Mennonites and Money: 
Wealth and Poverty in the Past/
Present” conference hosted by 
Chair in Mennonite Studies, u. of 
Winnipeg. Keynote: dr. James urry, 
new Zealand. For information, visit 
mennonitestudies.uwinnipeg.ca/events 
or write r.loewen@uwinnipeg.ca.
Oct. 11-12: Gretna Bergthaler 
Mennonite 50th anniversary celebration. 
interested participants, e-mail Cheryl 
Braun at cherylbr@mts.net.
Oct. 17-19: Scrapbooking retreat at 
Camp Moose Lake.
Oct. 17-19: Manitoba Mennonite 
and Brethren Worldwide Marriage 
encounter Weekend, Winnipeg. For 
more information, call Peter and rose 
dick at 204-757-4705.
Oct. 21-22: J.J. Thiessen Lectures at 
CMu. Keynote speaker Mark noll, 
professor of history at the university 
of notre dame. topic: “a Yankee looks 
at Christianity in Canada.” For more 
information, visit cmu.ca.
Oct. 23: Mennonite Church Manitoba 
fall delegate session, 7 p.m. at 
Springfield heights Mennonite.
Oct. 25: Workday at Camp Koinonia.
Oct. 25: CMu fall dessert evening and 
fundraiser. For more information, visit 
cmu.ca.
Oct. 26: Camps with Meaning 
celebration banquet at Camp Koinonia.
Oct. 31-Nov. 2: Quilting/
scrapbooking retreats at Camp 
Koinonia.
Oct. 31-Nov. 2: Quilting retreat i at 
Camp Moose Lake.
Nov. 1, 2: Camps with Meaning 

celebration banquets at Winkler 
Bergthaler Mennonite (1) and douglas 
Mennonite (2).
Nov. 3: annual General Meeting at 
Westgate Mennonite Collegiate, 7 p.m.

Ontario

Sept. 6: Corn Festival at Wanner 
Mennonite, Cambridge, 5:30 p.m. For 
more information, call (519) 658-4902.
Sept. 7: George albrecht reunion, 
1 p.m., at Khaki Club, Wellesley. 
Potluck meal (bring your own dishes). 
For details, call Gwen albrecht at 
519-662-2927.
Sept. 8: First rehearsal of Mennonite 
Mass Choir to sing handel’s Messiah 
(dec. 13) at First Mennonite, Kitchener. 
Contact www.mennosingers.com to 
register.
Sept. 12-13: amazing race. Find 
your next clue on the Steinmann 
Mennonite Church website.
Sept. 13: Pioneer cemetery memorial 
stone dedication at the riser/reschly 
burial plot .5 km west of Kingwood. 
Program at Faith Mennonite Church, 
Kingwood, 2 p.m. Potluck to follow.
Sept. 14: aldaview Services’ pork 
barbecue, new hamburg community 
centre, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Sept. 14: evenSong: a Vesper hymn 
Fest at W-K united Mennonite 

Church. Join Menno Singers for an 
evening of hymn singing.
Sept. 20: Black Creek Pioneer Village 
(toronto) relief Sale in support of 
MCC. Gates open at 10 a.m. Quilt 
auction at noon.
Sept. 27: roundabout! a training even 
for Gather round teachers, at Crosshill 
Mennonite, from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Speaker: Marlene Bogart, Christian 
educator, Western district, Kansas. Co-
sponsored by MC eastern Canada and 
Mennonite Publishing network. For 
more information, visit mcec.ca.
Sept. 29: Seniors retreat at hidden 
acres with esther Kern speaking on 
“Created to serve.” For information 
call (519) 625-8602 or email info@
hiddenacres.ca.
Oct. 23-25: ten Thousand Villages 
Fair trade craft sale and Villages café, 
hamilton Mennonite Church, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. (23, 24) 9 a.m.-4 p.m. (25). 
Oct. 25: CPt benefit concert at 
Breslau Mennonite, 7 p.m. Featuring 
rev. douglas W. hallman of McGill 
university on piano. For tickets, e-mail 
Benno Barg at bennobarg@sentex.net.
Oct. 26: Fanfare of Canadian hymns 
concert by Pax Christi Chorale and 
chamber chorale, at Grace Church-on-
the-hill, toronto, at 3p.m. Guest host: 
howard dyck.
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Announcement

For Rent

Employment Opportunities

Classifieds Λ

Advertising 
Information
Contact Canadian 
Mennonite
ad representative
Karen Suderman
1-800-378-2524 x.224
519-745-4507
advert@ 
canadianmennonite.org

Upcoming Advertising Dates
Issue Date  Ads Due
Sept. 29   Sept. 16
oct. 13   Sept. 30
  Focus on Music

Announcement

U.S.A.

Nov. 6-9: Meda presents Business as 
a Calling 2008, “dividends of hope” at 
Columbus, ohio. Visit meda.org or call 
717-560-6546 for details.

Paraguay

July 14-19, 2009: MWC assembly, 
asuncion. registration materials 
available at mwc-cmm.org.

To ensure timely publication of 
upcoming events, please send 
Calendar announcements eight 
weeks in advance of the event 
date by e-mail to calendar@
canadianmennonite.org.

Good busy people wanted.

We’re adding sta� to our great team. We’re a vibrant church 
with many young families, 500+ attendees, three services, two 
languages and growing.

Can you contribute long term or interim? Do you have an 
Anabaptist understanding and training of the Bible, love for 
people, love for God and a passion for ministry in a church 
setting? Or do you know someone who does? Contact Dan 
Rempel or Abe Harms at the Aylmer Evangelical Mennonite 
Mission Church in Ontario, serve@aemmc.ca. Check out our vi-
sion at www.aemmc.ca.

FULL-TIME PASTOR

Bergthal Mennonite Church, a well established rural congre-
gation, 45 minutes north of Calgary invites applications for a 
full-time pastor.

We are looking for a pastor who:
- Is committed to an Anabaptist theology and practice.
- Supports the Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective.
- Supports membership in MC Canada and MC Alberta.
- Is willing to work in a service oriented congregation.

Please apply to:
 Pastor Search Committee
 C/O Search Committee Chair
 Site 1, Box 2, RR1
 Carstairs AB T0M 0N0

The following positions are required for Camp Moose Lake, 
Sprague, Man., for fall 2008: CAMP MANAGER (1.0); FOOD 
SERVICES COORDINATOR (0.5). Contact Director of Camping 
Ministries, Mennonite Church Manitoba at 204-895-2267 or 
camps@mennochurch.mb.ca.

Resource Generation
Team Member

If you are excited about Christian post-secondary educa-
tion, and are open to a new opportunity, consider joining the 
dynamic Resource Generation Team at Canadian Mennonite 
University as a Development Associate.

Along with others on the team, the Development Associate will 
develop and implement a program for promoting the institu-
tion and inviting investment in CMU from its many friends and 
supporters.  Some travel is required.

Personal & Professional Qualities:

-

environment.

education are an asset

cmu.ca. Please send a resume, letter of intent, and brief state-
ment on how you see your faith intersecting with such a role 

immediately, and continue until the position is �lled.

Please reply via mail or email to:
Canadian Mennonite University
 500 Shaftesbury Blvd.

Winnipeg, Man. R3P 2N2

Camp Assiniboia, Headingley, Man., has 1- 4- MONTH OPENINGS 
for persons with skills in food service, maintenance, custodial 
or hosting who would enjoy volunteering in a Christian camp 
setting.. Partial food and lodging or RV pad provided. To inquire, 
contact Manager at 204-864-2159 or campa@prairie-sky.com.

For Rent: Sleepy Hollow Cot-
tage. All-season, 3-bedroom 
home in a peaceful wooded 
valley in the heart of the Niag-
ara region. Small retreat centre 
or family accommodations. 
Bruce Trail. Shaw Festival, Wine 
tours. Phone: 705-476-2319 or 
email: shcottage@sympatico.ca
for complete brochure.

Springstein Mennonite Church 
of Springstein, Man., is cele-
brating its 70th anniversary 
on Sept. 14, 2008. Guests are 
welcome to join us for 10:30 
worship, noon lunch and 2:30 
program.  Call 204-735-2758 for 
more information.

Parent Support Group: An-
nouncing a bimonthly support 
group for Mennonite parents 
of gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered (GLBT) persons 
in Southwestern Ontario. We 
provide con�dential support, 
fellowship, resources and op-
portunities for dialogue in the 
Spirit of Christ. For more in-
formation please contact the 
following: rvfast@rogers.com, 
pmsnyderangel@rogers.com, 
or Roy and Mary Gascho, 519-
742-1850.
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EDITOR/PUBLISHER

Canadian Mennonite is seeking an editor/publisher for the bi-
weekly periodical, based in Waterloo, Ontario.

Canadian Mennonite is one of the primary communication 
vehicles in Mennonite Church Canada and its �ve area confer-
ences. Owned and operated by Canadian Mennonite Publish-
ing Service, Canadian Mennonite works in a relationship of trust 
with the church, seeking to provide fair and accurate informa-
tion, faith pro�les, inspirational articles, news, and analysis of 
issues facing the Mennonite church. Canadian Mennonite is 
guided by the church’s Confession of Faith and a representa-
tive Board.

The editor/publisher is accountable to the board, guides 
and directs the magazine, provides a vision and strategy for 
growth, accomplishes goals, and has overall responsibility for 
the publication.

Applicants should have strong commitment to and knowledge 
of the Mennonite faith community and for Canadian Mennon-
ite’s ministry and mission; a commitment to our Confession of 
Faith; membership in a Mennonite church; communication 
and listening skills; denominational knowledge; administra-
tive and personnel skills; knowledge of publishing; a journal-
ism degree or related experience; computer competence; and 
be self-motivated.

Please direct inquiries and resumes by contacting the search 
committee via:

Henry Neufeld
Tel: (604) 946-3961
hneufeld@telus.net

Mennonite Church Canada invites appli-
cations for the position of DIRECTOR OF 
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT.

Mennonite Church Canada is a dynamic 
and exciting place to work and serve, 

where the team players are enthusiastic and energetic, and 
strive to put their faith into practice. This position, located in 
Winnipeg, participates in the mandate given to Support Servi-
ces to support Christian Formation and Christian Witness with 
administrative services to enable these programs of the church 
to do their work e�ciently and e�ectively.

The successful candidate will develop and maintain positive re-
lationships with individual and congregational donors, result-
ing in �nancial support for the ministries of Mennonite Church 
Canada. Frequent travel within Canada is required. 
All sta� are expected to exhibit a personal faith commitment 
to Christ as Saviour and Lord, uphold the Confession of Faith in 
a Mennonite Perspective, and the vision of Mennonite Church 
Canada as a missional church. For a list of quali�cations and 
responsibilities for this position, see the job description posted 
at http://www.mennonitechurch.ca/getinvolved/jobs/.  
A letter of intent and a resume, or any inquiries or nomina-
tions, can be directed to Kirsten Schroeder, Director, Human 
Resources at kschroeder@mennonitechurch.ca, Mennonite 
Church Canada, 600 Shaftesbury Blvd., Winnipeg MB R3P 
0M4; (ph. 204-888-6781; toll-free 1-866-888-6785).  Applica-
tion processing will begin Sept. 17.

 

Stewardship  
Consultant 

 

  MFC seeks a second full-time steward- 
  ship consultant to work in its Calgary,  
  AB office. This person will be responsi-

ble to provide charitable gift and estate planning services 
and to promote biblical stewardship of financial resources 
in our constituency churches in Alberta. 
 
The successful candidate will: 

Communicate effectively with individuals and in public 
presentations 
Have a good understanding of charitable gift and estate 
planning 
Be creative, organized, and self-motivated 
Support and incorporate MFC’s stewardship mission in 
personal life 
Be willing and able to contribute as part of an inter-
dependent staff team. 

 
The position will be open on January 1, 2009. Processing 
of applications will begin immediately and continue until 
the position is filled. Submit resumes to: 
 

Erwin Warkentin, General Manager 
12-1325 Markham Rd, Winnipeg, MB  R3T 4J6 

1-800-772-3257  fax: 204-488-1986 
e-mail: ewarkentin@mennofoundation.ca 

www.mennofoundation.ca 

Shalom Counselling Services Waterloo, a not-for-pro�t com-
munity counselling agency, and a United Way member agency 
sta�ed by Christian professionals, seeks applications for the 
position of:

COUNSELLOR/THERAPIST
(Part-Time position – 20 hours/week)

This position is part of a counselling team of six therapists who 
provide counselling services and consultation in a multi-cultur-
al, multi-faith community. Services respect the diversity of be-
liefs and backgrounds within our community, and are uniquely 
able to assist those who desire a faith/spiritual dimension to 
their counselling.

Quali�cations:
• A minimum of a Master’s degree in a counselling-related 
discipline from a university of recognized standing. (MSW pre-
ferred).
• Accreditation with a recognized credentialling and regulatory 
body.
• Advanced clinical skills complemented by broad clinical ex-
perience—competence in individual, couple, family and group 
counselling.
• Experience in clinical presentations an asset.

Please forward resumes by Sept. 8, 2008,  to:

Executive Director
Shalom Counselling Services Waterloo

9 Avondale Ave. S.
Waterloo, ON  N2L 2B5

Only those selected for an interview will be contacted.



Erwin Cornelsen, right, and Herbert Daniel stand proudly with their 
hand-carved chess set, which will go up for auction at this year’s 
MCC Festival at the Tradex in Abbotsford, B.C., on Sept. 20.

MCC B.C. Photo BY anGeLiKa daWSon

By Angelika Dawson
Mennonite Central Committee B.C. release 
aBBotSFord, B.C.

People seek out Erwin Cornelsen’s booth at the 
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) Festival at 

the Abbotsford Tradex each year. He is famous for his 
hand-carved wooden plates with “Give us this day our 
daily bread”—or the German equivalent—carved around 
the edges.
 Many families have these proudly displayed in their din-
ing rooms, where they sit on chairs that Cornelsen has 
recycled and restored, while their children play with build-
ing blocks he has also made, all of which are the legacy of a 
quiet, unassuming, wise elder.
 Cornelsen’s desire is to share his gifts with others both 
in B.C. and around the world. He and his distant relative, 
Herbert Daniel, work to create these items to sell at the 
Festival, but they don’t make a dime personally. Those 
who purchase plates, chairs, blocks—and now an ornate 
chess set—know that their dollars go to benefit the min-
istry of MCC worldwide.
 The focus of this year’s Festival is MCC’s work with 
refugees, something Cornelsen can relate to. “Recycling 
and saving our environment, as well as sharing and help-
ing people in need, gives me a deep satisfaction,” he says. 
“MCC is my first choice because my family was helped by 
our church, through MCC, to come to Canada in 1956. 
There is so much to share and be thankful for in this great 
country.”
 Although Cornelsen, now in his 90s, is slowing down a 
bit—“my work hours are getting shorter and the resting 
hours longer,” he admits—he will still have a good number 
of plates and other items for people to purchase at this 
year’s Festival.
 And, of course, there is the chess set, which has a re-
serve bid of $1,500! Λ

It’s your move
Hand-carved chess set up for bid at annual auction
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